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TO THE 
Right Reverend Father in God, 


PETER 


Lord Biſhop of 


-B4TH and WELLS. 


My Loxp, 
* Addreſt the firſt Edition of this 
[| little Book to Your Lordſhip , 
when Tou were newly declared 
; ® Biſbop of this Diocefi; aid 
"what I then writ was to congr atu- 
* Late Tour Lordſhip, and to Foanife 
* how happy 1 eſteemed this Clergy 
'* and People, i» ſuch a relation : Tour 
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.” Lordſhip hath now govern'd ſeveral 
= Jears dm0Ag ws, Sh anſwer d 


& that knew 
: Jon, and the defires of thoſe that 
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did not , in the wiſdom and juſtice 
of Tour managements ;, ſo that at 
this time Acknowledgments are more | 
proper than Congratulations , and ' 
particularly, we ought with humble 


thankfalneſs to own Tour Lordſhips 
care and zeal for the great Intereſt 
of theChurch, ana Religion that I 
preſs in this Diſcourſe, the ſucceſs 
of which hath been very encourag- 
ing, and particularly in this place , 
where among about 1100 Communi- 
cable perſons, Inhabitants of the 
\ Three Pariſhes within this City, T | 
ave the Sacrament this laſt Eaſter | 
to above 8o0 of them, 1 pray God to | 
continue, and to increaſe this num- | 
ker ; throngh his grace-and help I | 
hope Fo grve yer 4 better account of | 
the regularity :f this People. 


— AG IA net ner en me ern c——_ _ 
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I writ the Diſcourſe for their uſe, 
and it had gone no furthey'if Þ could 
| awe | 
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Dedicatory. 


have got Trenſcripts enough for 


them : In defeft of ſuch, I commit - 
tedit 101he Preſs, and underſtand 
fince thit God hath bleſt theſe poer 
endeavours in divers other places 
with ſucceſs, much beyond my ex- 
pedFations, 


T have often thought ſince of mri. © 
ting other little Manuals, concern- 
ing Hearing, Prayer, Meditation, 
and ſuch like, chiefly for the meeds 
of thoſe of mine own charge , with 
refcrence alſo to a more publick bene 
fit ; but my great and conft ant bu- 
ſine/s of preaching twice a week, and 
attendance every diy, and almoſt 
every hour of it, on the Chnrch, or 
other ſervices of his People, will not 
hitherto permit, 


Theſe are Times in which car #t- 
A 2} 9/7 
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diligence is nece([ary,. uot only 
ke m—_ the Jer, 07 jy 4 
one band, but fir the exciting the 
Cold, and Wnconcerrd oa the other : 
And "tis bard to ſay from mhich the 
Church bath ſuffer d more , either 
the miſtakes of Zeal, or the want of 
it. We, Tour Loraſhips Clergy of 
this Dioceſs, beſides the other conp- 


MP copfiaerations of Dut . aud- 


Spirit zal rewards, have the Incens. 
times of Tour Loviſhips enceurage- 
ment 84 example ;. eud If me are 
remiſs ,. our negl;genge vill us in 
exguſab{e, aug guns grilt wil be ag- 
gr avateq hypur priweage. 


My Lard, Tprey God give Tow 
forther ſucgeſs ip Tan pious endens 
vours for the good of this poor, bug 
ken, and divided Church ;, andmake 
all.the Minifters of it, faithful, and 


induſtr i- 


] 


Dedicatory. 
induſtrious in their great, awd m'(# 
honourabbe Calling," that we may 
|" gain the favour aud approbation of 
God, and then "tis no matter how 
we are treated, or thought of by” 
perverſe and-ſenſual Mew. $0. 
ever prayeth, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhips 
Moft faithful and 
Moſt obedient Servant; . 


Jos. GLANvILL. 
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TO THE 
PEOPLE of my Charge. 


Hy dear N eighbours, 


Lthough We of the publick 
Miniſtry cannot expect to 
do much by our perſwaſions 


k. and endeavours in ſuch an 

Age as thi ; Yet weought to perſevere 
in our work with Courage ard Reſo- 
lution, .and not ſuffer cur ſelves to be 
overborn by any difficulties, or diſ- 
couragements what ſoever : For Duty 
belongs to us, but Events unto God, 
who will reward the Labcurers what- 
ever be the ſucceſs of their Labours, 
And as every Miniſter of Religion: 
ought to be Active. ard.refolved in 
the Workand Patience 'of the Goſpel z 
ſo he ſhall then beſt acqu't himſelf in 
it, when he ſtudies the proper needs of. 
the Age, and place wherein he lives, 
and dccordingly diretts his endeavours 
to provide for them. Now there is 
A's rothing . 
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nothing,. that.l knaw, that 1swanted / 
more in our-Days, . than a due ſenſe of . 
the: neceſſity and. advantages of the ' 
Holy Sqcramext. of . the. Lards Supper, . 
the general neglect, not to ſay con-- 


tempt, . of | which; hath I am: per- 
iwaced; been a great and ſad occa- 


ſton of the debanckery and diviſions | 


that. are amongft vs; and 1. verily 


think, that there could not be a more. 
effe&tual means to reduce us ta Sobri-- 


ety and Union, than a frequent and re- 


verend uſe of that.divine. Inſtitution. 
From this perfwafion I have — 
) 


and often (as you can bear me witne 


preſs'd this great Duty upon your: 


Confciences, and” affectionately re- 
commended” it to your praCtice. I 


tave repreſented its Nature with all 


polbble plabngſ , and urged its Ne- 
cefſiry with a F'igour in fome meaſure 
ſuitable to fo great-an occafion; I have 
told you the denger of wilful neglect. 
on the. ane hand , and the” Feefirs of 


due performance, onthe.other ; But, 
notwithRanding alt, there are too. 
may of you, that ſeem yet ——_ 


— 


— —— — 


tothe L0208-Witpprr- 
2nd unconcerned.' F 'have qubickly 
defired thoſe that are either..1gromme 


5» 


or a;ſ[arisfied, to accept af my:private - 


help and [oſtrudtion, and: have offer'd: . 
them the utmoit of my: afliſtance for . 
their better information and dircttion.. . 
And after all this, I know not what TI: 


can do more to ſerve you in this great 


intereſt of yours, except I put fome-. - 
thing into your hands that may be -: 


ever with.you, and that yon may con- 
fider on all occaſions. . Publick. I cache 
ings, by word of mouth, are toormuch- 


looked upon as euftomary exercifes,. and 


on that account they loſe.their force: 
with /ome; and the greateſt part even: 
of the betrer. Auditors' cannot. keep» 


their minds ſo cloſe, and intent.. to at 


Diſcourſe ſpokter.,, as toreceriye ut iu its; 
fall evidence and. power 3 or though. 


the- hearers are never {odiligent and!. 
careful ,., our words are- forgotten: 


quickly, and the affeQions that they: 
raiſe,. vaniſh without any confiderable: 
effect upon: their wills, For whictn 
reaſons. I .have:: reſolved upgs this: 
Gourſe.,. to: caft..ſome oh. the. plain: 


TIRES: » 
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things I have preach'd concerning the 
Holy Sacrament into writing; That 
thoſe who are unfit-for, that preat 
duty by reaſon of 1gnerance, may have 
the propereſt means of Inſtruftion 
that I can provide for them always 
In their power, and when they pleaſe; 
before, their eyes : And thart thoſe 
that deprive. themſelves of the Benefits 
of this moſt excellent Ordinance., by 
reaſon of .the 44;ftakes of their erring 
underi{tandings; - may alſo have the 
molt ſuitable help I can give, towards 
the ſetting their minds right,-and the 


reconciling them to. their .Privilege , 


and their Duty. 

For theſe -purpoſes, I ſhall (as my 
manner is) repreſent. what I have to 
fay, inthe molt diſtint# and caſte way 
{-can..contrive, avoiding all things 
that are hard, either in 701107 Or ex- 


preſſion; - and.ſtrive , as near as 1s pol- . 


tible, to ſpeak. «]L along to the moſt 
ordinary underſtandings. . For I look 
upon. plainneſs. as the beſt dreſs for 
Truth, and my great care and endea- 
vour conſtantly is, to be «nderſiood 


by 


tothe Lo2ds Supper. 


by all, as far as the ſubje wil bear. 

In the purſuit of what Iintend, I. 
mean, by Gods help., to proceed in 
this order. 

(1) I ſhalldiſcourſe with all con- 
venient brevity , and plainneſs, the. 
Narure and Deſign of the Lords Supper. 
And, 

(2) Give the General” Reaſons to 
inforce the Duty ; under which head, 
I ſhall apply my ſelf to two ſorts of 
Refuſers, viz. Thoſe that neglect 
(1) onthe account of pure careleſsneſs, 
and /tpidity, and (2 ) Thoſethar ſtand 
off upon the ſcore of miſtakes of Con- 


ſcaence, 


| In treating with the former , I ſhall 
ſhew that their obſtinate refuſal takes. 
off - all pretence they can have to 
Chriſtianity , and puts them into the 
ſtate of Infidels and Heathens; yea in- 
toa worſe condition than that of meer 
anbelievers. Asto the other ſort, viz. 
The aiſſatufied in» Conſcience , ] ſhall 
conſider their Reaſons againſt Communi- 
cating according to the way of onr 
Church, and ſhew- that they are no 


juſtifiable 


6 Att Earneff AYnvitation 


juſtifiable Grounds, why they ſhould re- 
faſe to joyn- with: us in-that ſalemn - 
part of Chriſtian wortup.. 


—_—. 


gre AMS SE AS angkd tht des. bs dtd TTY — — 
: # 8 >» 


vega with. the Firft , The Nature: 
. of the Lords Supper. Concerning : 
this, there hath been an infinite diver--- 
fity of Opinions and Diſputes; the . | 
efiets of which: diffexences have been 
much Noſe, and many Tumwlts, | 
Schiſms and Wars, witha valt heap of 
miſchiefs and calamities to the Chrj--- 
ftian World: : I ſhall not therefore 
trouble you with any thing of needleſs 
controyerlie , or notion, on this ar- 
gument but fate it. fo far only, as it 
relates toprafice; And. k ſhall take all 
[ have toſay, about it from the Word of 
Ged, the belt Rule to. gaide us in the . 
Enquiry.. And if diſpating Men would”. 
have beencontent with itsdeclarations - | 
in. this matter, all the trouble. and'.. | 
miſchicts kad beenavoided, gy 524 
att: 


! 
7 
' 
| 


to: the Lozds Supper. 


hath been the miſery. ; ſome govern 
their thoughrs of this Holy Inſtituti- 
on by corrupt and novel Traajtions , 
and others-by meer. vain and arbitrary 


phancies ;, Yea, Thoſe who have been 


right inthe main, have yet ſo mingled 
the plain truth with ations, and ipo- 
ken of it in ſuch a phantaftical, and un-- 
certain. way ,. that ordinary under- 
ſtandings have been confounded, and . 
thoſe that are for down-right ſenſe, 
withont the mixtures- of imagination, 
have not been able to tell what to 
make of that, which they heard de--. 
ſcribed in ſucha phanciful and vari- 
ous faſhion. This particularly hath . 
been my own .caſe;. I had heard men 
preach ſo hamourſomly, . and fo 4d- - 
verſly about the Sacrament ; ſo mach. 
out of their: owx heads , and fo /:rtle 
out of the Oracles of God, That I was 
quite bewildred and loſt, and come: 
at laſt to that paſs, that 1 k»ew norhing 
at all of it, which ignorance, and con- 
fuſion of thoughts.,, was the natural - 
effet of ſich diſcourſes ; For when 
men once ramble in. the way of phraſes, 
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met aphors, and conceits , as they loſe 
themſelves, , ſo they perfectly dazle 
and .amaze thoſe. others, whom they 
ſhould inſtru. 1 therefore betook 
my ſelf to the plainexpreſſions of Scrip-- , 
exre Concerning this matter z 1n. ther 

I found an eaſte account of the nature. 

and deſign of this divine Ordin.nce. 

And whither ſhall we go to enquire 

after it, but to the words of /nſtirurion 
themſelves? Theſe I ſhall conſider firſt, ; 
and then gather together thoſe other 
paſſages of Scripture, which tend to 
the further explicationof it. . 

1. The words of Inſtitution. are. 

Mat. 26. [ Take, Eat, Thus us my Body. 
V. 26. Ard Drink ye all of it. For this. 
i my Blood of the New Teſtament, v. 27, 
28.7] To which is added in the Goſ- 
pel of St- Luke [ Do this in Remembrance 
of me.] Luke 22 19. Theſe words I 
ſhall ſeverally explain, and then infer 
from them what 1s the Nature and De- 

fien of the holy Appointment. 

Take, . Eat,, This is mp Ycdyp — | 
Ard , £lis is mp Wlood——Here I | 
take notice, That Wop and m_ 

O 
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do notrelate to the Bread and Wine, 
but to the' AtHons, Eat and Drink, 
as appears plainly in the 

* Uriginal. "Tis not thiz * Tem, nor 
Bread, and thu Wine, are 3$;@ © 
my Body and Blood, but 

this Sacramental eating ard drinking of 
it. Inthi Chriſts body and blood, viz. 
His Incarnation, and Swfferings are re- 
preſented to us. And yet by a Figure, 
the. conſecrated Elements may be 


call'd his body and blood alſo; ſo the. 


Form at the eating the Paſchal S 
was, Thu sthe bread of affiiftion which 


ow Fathers dideat in Egytt ; Not the 


very ſame, but a Memorial of it, and 
the State of Bondage from which they 
were delivered. Thus, 1 Cor. 10: 3,4. 
Manna is called ſpiritual bread, and the 
Rock. ſpiritual arink,, and that Rock, 
Chriſt : Not that they could poſſibly 


be ſoin the Letter, but they ſignified: 


that [friend food, and weretokens of 
Chriſts Preſence. And thus the S4- 
eramental Bread and Wine may be 
call'd his Bodyand Blood, that is, Fi-. 
geres and Repreſentations of them ; and 

| that, 
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that, not. bardyof his Suferivgs , but 
* uf F x the * Father notes |} 
** of all the Myſteries of the 
Incarpatian which are /ignificd and in- 
6lnded. Thus anciently the Elements 
were call'd Figures 


ſeuſitle Weir inſtead {parutuel , aud 


we know ts 10 camman uſe to call- 


the Pike by the name of that it re- 
preſents, 38 this « s Max, avd that 6 
Rird or Beaſt. So that there is un 
gropnd for the Dotrive of Traxjub 


6x Church pretends, Bug { wave die 
new, 464 come tg the next exprefſi- 
Qat0 bug canider'd.. 
| This is the arty Tefta- 
*AwaMy1. Difupt , or * Coucaont in my 
Xlogd } wiz. The Siew 
and &4/ of the Courant made in 
. Rood ; 4 Corruaat wherein God enge- 
g&th-to beſtow gn us parday of $10, 
and Eteryal Zife; and we promiſe faith. 


Tat and ſixcers abodience. Thus in the 


eldeſt tumes , Eating , and Drinking 
were Copenert Rites ; Ag we may ite 


is the compats berwern I/aacs and 


Lmes- - 


Symbols, Images, 


fectiesien intheſe wards, as the Re-+ 


| 


| 


py — 


to-the Lozds Supyer- nx 


Abimelech, Gen. 26. 30. And between 
Facob and Laban, Gen. 3 t. 44, 46. SO 
that the Sacrament is not a Gare Stu, 
but 'tis the Seal of Gods gracious Co- 
venaut made with us in his Son. 

[ Do this in Kemetmb:zance of pe. ] 
It hath always been nfnal to com- 
rgemorate, and remember Renetaftars 
and gxeat Mercies by Feaſts and Fat 
uals. The Heathens 

had their # Feaſts in # 45, alwnws 

naemory. of. their & alde4-- 
rotten ; And _ EP 
Paſſeover, a Type of this Supper, was 
appointed to preferve the memory of 
the [/raclites deliverance. out of Eeyps;. 
Exod. 12.14 The Zamb was cajer 
with bittex herbs, tO commemorate the 
ticernefi of their ſervitude z the Red- 
wine was a Remembrance of their 
Blood which Phareoh ſpilt ; and the 
wwleauexed bread, to remember them, 
that they carried ſuch out of Zgypr at 
their departure : And thus our ble 
fed Saviour hath appointed this holy 


| Rite to _— nPOn us the anewory of 
what he 


th doxe and fufered for us, 
: that, 
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that we might not forget our Delive- 
rance by him from a bondage greater 
than Egyptian. 

And now from theſe main paſſages 
thus explain'd, 'tis eaſie to infer, 
That 

The Sicrament of the L02ds Supper 
is a Memorial Feaſt, appointed foz a 
ſolemn Rememb:ance ef Chit our 
L.92d; and aSeal ef the Covenant that 
Ood hath made with us in him. 

Two things then it is principally 
deſigned for, ( 1) to Rememember us. 
of our Lord and Saviour,. and ( 2) 
to be a Seal of the Covenant of Grace. 
Of each briefly. 

(1) 'Tis for a Remembrance not 
oxly of-his Perſon, or. only of his Suf- 
ferings, or any other particular part. 
of his Miniſtry ; but we are by it re- 
quired thankfully. and affettionately to 
call to mind , Al: that he hath done, 
and allthat he hath ſuffer d.; His Life, 
Dodrine, and Laws: His Paſſion, Ke+ 
ſurrettion, and Aſcenſion ;, His Vidtory 
over Sin, Death, and Hell; and the 
gracious Covenant that God hath m_ 

wit 
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with us through him : Theſe are all 
included in his Body and Blood, ( as I 
.lntimated before ) of which the Holy 
-Sacrament is a Sign, and Memorial : 
And the remembrance of theſe, which 
weare call'd to by the Divine Inſtituti- 
on, Is not only ſome [light and paſſing 
thoughts, but a ſolemn and molt ſerioms 
$xing of thetn upon our minds, in or- 
der to the inflaming of our affections 
with love, and our wills withreſolu- 
tion, that we -may live anſwerably 
to that excellent Religion of the Holy 
Jeſus which we profeſs. 

(2) 'Tisthe Seal of a Covenant, [The 
New Teſtament in my Blood. The Co- 
venant is, That God will give pardon 
of Sin,- and Eternal Life, upon the 
conditions of Fairh and Repentance. 
"This He ſeals to us in the Sacrament, 
and aſlures us, that he, for hu part, 
willmake good his Promiſes; and we on 
ors ſeal, that we will endeavour to 
perform the conditions, So that the 
Lords Supper is a Sacrament Þy. which 
we confirm thoſe engagements we are 
entredinto at Bapriſm. Thex our Swre- 

ries 


NS; 


ul 
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tiesnndertook for us, that we ſhowld 
be faithful in the Covenant ; and in 
w%% holy Ordinance we take all thoſe 
obligations uponoxwr ſelves, andiinour 
ow# perſons promiſe to att according 
to them. 

This plainly, and- in ſhort , is the 
Natare and Deſign of the Holy Sucrd- 
,oremt;, Concerning. which 6 afe 
fome other expreſlions in Scripture, 
which I ſhall conſider briefly, in .ofder 
th the forther explication-of the Sa- 
cred Myſtory. The chief are 7he/e. 

'Tis called ( 1) TheiCup of bleſſing, 
Cor. 10. 16. (2) The Communion 
of the Body az Bloodof Chrift, 1 Cor. 
Io. 16. And in the Duty 'tis ſaid 
( 3) That we ſhew the Lords Death, 
I Cor. 1 1. 26. 

(1) TheCupof wielſing , viz. Of 
Praiſe and Thamksgvving. Onr Saviour, 
at. 26. Gave thams when he took 
the Cap, The Jewsuſed toconchade 
their Pz/chal Supper with a: Cop of 
Wine , at which time they ſuhg an 
Hymn;. and therefore call'd it = 


to the Lozds Supper. 
Cup of Praiſong and - 
* Bleſſing. And the 3 LIolipadh 
Heather: alſo after Fenn % 
their Feaſts Had cuhoies 
their * Caps of 


* | «- 
Praiſtto their gods ay IE 
which ſore take th = droohp@h 
vertio Cup of Devils 


mention'd: by. the Apoſtle, 1 Cr. ro, 
21. $0 thatby this-we are taught to 
remenber or Lord at his Table, 
with projijd and grateful avknowleds- 
ments : And therefore the — 
from heneecallt the' Lords _ 
Holy Eudywff , namely, a Feaft of 
Thutſpionn, ane: the Solermity was 
alvays attonded- with an Hymn of 
Praiſe. 

(C 2 ) Communion 
(or *Communication) - * Kewyine 
of the'Body ad Blood - 
-of Chaiſt, viz, The Saorwment is a 
Sacred Rives m which God communi- 
ates and invparts to-a} wort -_ 
ceivers; the Buvefirs of Chriſts 
cation, and Safferings. He doth chem 
ratefie, fm , yd folemniy- erciivic 


$1 
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them, to thoſe that duly attend upon 
that Divine Appointment. . 

(3) C As often as ye eat 4 
ye do ſhew the Lo2ds death ]v:z.(r)De- 
clareunto men, with joy and glorying, 
that we believe he dyed for ſach pur- 
poſes, and that he hath procured in- 
eſtimable benefits for us by his Death. 
That therefore we will adhere, and 
ſtick unto him; jand that neither death, 
zor life ſhall ſeperate us from the love of 
God in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. And 

(2) Imports our ſhewing and decla- 
ring this alſo unto Ged, and pleading 
it with him for his pardon, and his 
grace, for the ſake of that meritorious 
Paſſion which we ſet forth, and com- 
memorate. Theſe paſlages fall under 
the account I have before givenof the 
Ordinance, and ſhew how we are to 
Remember our Lord init, and what we 
may expeCt in ſo doing, 

Thus briefly of the Narwre and De- 
ſign of the Sacrament. I might have 
run the matter into a large Diſcourſe; 
but Ireſolve on brevity. ' In what I 


have ſaid, you will find all things that 
are 
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are neceſſary and eſſential to the Ordi- 
nance}, For the niciries and diſputes that. 
- are about it, you need not trouble 
"your 'felves with them; But fo much 
' of it as I have repreſented (I mean in 
the ſubſtance.of the particulars ) 'tis 
fit-you ſhould know : And therefore 
Tintreat you, eſpecially thoſe of the 
more ordinary underſtandings, to re- 
. turn back ' and 'fix your thoughts a 
while upon thoſe periods ; and read 
them over and again, till you have a 
 cleer and diſtin apprehenſion of the 
. Subject the ey ravy I know the 
thoughts ..of moſt'are very confuſed, 
and much in the dark about it, and 
while they are ſo, they cannot demean 
_ themſelves as they ought in the per- 
formance of the Duty, nor receiye 
thoſe benefits that otherwiſe they 
might from it. | I beſeeck you there- 
fore not to content your ſelves with 
a ſingle, and running reading Many 
Divine Truths will not enter into our 
minds at firt ſight ; or if they do, they 
are gone as ſoon as they are received : 
Though they are never fo plainly ex- 
B preſt., 
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prel?, yet they.many times ſec dark.» 
ill we look, po 4 ets ye hey 
ſtrike our min nds, Seer Wy: + yet. they, paſs 
out of M Meine TY, Except we reflect, 
_ andthink Ke over; "I hope there- 
. fore you willdo.your ſelves this right ; 
. Ard I thus urge you to conſiderat | 
of my_accounts, not. as if Fatce/ ' 
3d made.any diſcoveries in them, | 
which were not made before; ( No, | 
Theſe are known things among the 
intelligent ſort of Chriſtians, ) But, I | 
do it, becaiiſe 1ſpeak to the; mearer, | 
and lf in;froved under ſtandings: And | 
perhaps frem the Repreſentaticn of | 
the' affair which 1 have given, the 


i ee = be 


others alſa may receieve the advantage 
of a clearer order and method to their 
thoughts, and be deliver'd from-many 
unneceſſary and uncertain notions that 
they have imagined to be of great 
conſequence to be believed and known, 
when either they are not true, or nut 
conſiderable, 


CHAD. 
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CH AP. III. 


Come now to the main thing I de- 

ſign, viz. (II) To we this great 
Duty which I have thus explain'd, 
ard to do what I can to perſwade you 
to the conſcientious practice of it. 
Now there are two things that com- 
monly oblige men to action, namely, 
Conſiderations of Duty, and of Jn- 
tereſt. And there are both here in the 
higheſt degree, to engage us. I ſhall 
diſcourſe of ecch. 

( 1) We have the Motive, and 
Reaſon of Duty, and Duty in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, as have the greatelt Ob- 
ligation in them. A LORD, who 
hath all r:ghr to our obedience both by 
nature, and by dear purchaſe, hath com- 
manded us to do this, And, A SAYVT- 
OUR, who hath reſcued us from the 
Jaws of Hell 'and: Death, and hath 
procured for us endleſs life and glory ; 
hath required it of us. Here 1s the 


| Authority of juſt Power, and the Obliga- 
2 - £408 
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tion of aſtoniſhing Love. We are bound 
by the ſub-{ſſions we owe a Sovereign 
Lord, and: by the gratirude we owe an 
adorable Benefator. The Son of God, 
the Kingof both the Worlds, The Re- 
deemer of Men, 'tis He that commands, 
and his Commandments are not prie- 
v6; had he put upon our necks a 
yoke heavier than the Fewiſh Ceremo- 
mes, had heinjoyn'd agreater number 
of coſtly and laborious Rites than thoſe, 
and required" fo many of ſuch. ſervices 
from us, as would have takenvup all 
our tz7e, and imployed a4 our ſtrength, 
and wearied all our powers ; Yet theſe 
we ought to have obſerved without 
repining , and thought all but ſmall 
homage to his Greatneſs, and ſmall 
- acknowledgment. ofthis Love. Al 
theſe had beennatbing'in compare with 
what he hath done 
out merit. or obligation ; Nothing, to 
his leaving the boſom of the Father, 
and the glories of : the upper world, 
-and the Hallelujahs of "the - bleſſed ; 
Nothing, to his deſcending to a. world 
' of Infammy and woe ; Nothing, to his 

uftering 


us freely with- | 
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ſuffering the ſcorns and contraditipns 
of Sinners, the death of the Croſs, 
and the wrath of God : So that we 
had been -wretchedly ungrateful 
ſhould we have ſtuck at any of theſe, 
or as much as murmured at them : But 
our Lord hath not given us any ſuch 
tryal of our Love, and obedience ; 
He hath deliver'd' the world from 
the Yoke of Ceremonial bondage ; 
And (befides Bapri/m ) hath appoint- 
ed but ths one Rite for us to obſerve ; 
A Rite, that is neither troubleſome, nor 
coftly tedious, nor laborious, And what 
Prodigies of bafenefs ſhall we. make 
our ſelves, if we refuſeto take notice 
of this his graciozs Inſtitution? With 
what face can we look upand call our 
ſelves by his name? How ſhamefully 
arewe upbraided by the practice of 
thoſe we count barbarow ? Let us look 
abroad.mto the world and conſider the 
moſt brutiſh Idolaters; They will cut 
their beloved fleſh, and burn their 
deareſt children, and ſometimes ſuffer 
themſelves to be cruſh'dro death by the: 
Carriages that bear their /dols, be- 

B 3 cauſe 
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cauſe their Infernal Gods require, and 
are pleaſed with, ſuch teſtimonies of 
their homage : Hath the Devil ſuch 
ebſequions ſervants *? Are thoſe Cruet 
Rites, which he appoints, obſerved 
with fo much duty? Will thoſe poor 
wretches do, ard ſuffer 2ny thing, 
rather than diſpleaſe their »gly Dic- 
ries ? And are we Chriſtians, Profef- 
fing Servants- of the Sox of God, our 
Sovereign and Redeemer,and do-we neg- 
left this his main, peſt, and gracious Ap- 
pointment ? Isths too much to do for 
him? Anddoweowe him fo much lef 
than Cannbals do their Idols? Cer- 
tainly 'thoſe men of the Deſarr, thoſe 
wild Savages of the. Woods, fhall rife 
vpin jxdgment with ſuch a Generation 
of pretending Chriſtians, and ſhall con- 
demn it. . Methinks their azligence 
and e-rattnefs in thoſe hard and painful 
ſervices, ſhould cover us with bluſhing 
and confuſion, at our carcleſneſs and 
neglet of the eafie Duty our Lord re- 
quires from us: And we ſhall ſee great 
reaſon to be aſhamed of our Omiſſt- 
ons; if we conſider , 

| That 
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That our bleſſed Redeemer had 
lived a life of poverry and 4iſhonowr for 
our ſakes : He hadinſtructed us in the 
way of Happineſs by hrs excellent 
Dottrine and Precepts, and had gone 
before us in an incomparable Example; 
| And now he was juft about to complear 
! his Love, by ofcring himſelf unto 
| Heath, to deiiver us from: it, and 
| thereby to give. an Inſtance of tlc 
| moſt amazing goodneſs that ever was : 
At this time he enjoyns his Difciples 
to do' ſomething m' remembrance of 
him; "And Lord'! Whar is ſoeffitient ro 
be done in memory of ſuch Love ? Had 
he required the deareft of our blood; 
and the chviceſt of our ſubſtance to be 
offered to him in acknowledgment , 
ſhonld we have thought ſack Demands 
unreaſonable? Would ordinary inge- 
nuity have ſ{crupuled to make thoſe 
Sacrifices for fuch kindneſs? But he 
calls not for theſe, He looks for no 
firſt-born of our P-dies , not chief of 
our Flocks ; No, He appoints only a 
Feaſt of Memorial, and commands us 
to remember his Love in that - And 

B 4 ſhaik 


24 An Eariief: Invitation | 


Mall, we not. obſerve him in ſo ſmall 2 
metter? Hath he not deſerv/d.to be rc- 
riembred by us , or do we know any 
berter way, . to ſignifie our remem- 
brance of him, than that which him- | 
{elf hath preſcribed ? Should we not | 
do as much as thz,.at the requeſt ofan ! 
ordinarydying Friend ? And 15 not the *' 
— and the beſt that ever Creatures | 
had, worthy of ſuch a Teſtimony of Af- | 
fetion from us? Iam ſure there is no | 

. 
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one can be ſo. brutiſh as todeny. the 
juftneſs of the Duty, and methinks nane 
ſhould. be ſo unworthy as to: refuſe. * 
compliance with it. I beſeech you *! 
therefore, ifthe Conſederations of Duty 
can do,any:thing with you: : If: there 
be any Obligation in the. higheſt Amho- 
rity, if there be any Alrement in the 
ſweereſt Love ; if your profeſſion of ſub- 
jettion to Chriſt be not only a Comple- 
ment, and if he haveany real intereſt 
in your Souls, give this proof then of 
your being in earneſt; that, which you 
would be thought ; refuſe no more of 
his Invitations, negleCt no more of his 
Calls; conſider the expreſnef of his 

Com- 
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Command, and that th» Law is pecu- 
liarly bis : Hw inſuch a ſenſe as ( Bap- 
tiſm excepted ) no other Law #5, For 
his other Injunctions-are but Enforce- 
ments of the Laws that God hath writ- 
ten in the Old Scriptures, and' in our 
| hearts; but this 1s his. own proper 
| Commandment; by obeying him in 
| rtbs, weparticularly own him as our 
Law:giver, and by refuſing we re- 
' mownce him: 

But if the Conſiderations of Duty 
ſhould not prove ſo: powerful with 
3 you, thereare others which generally 
| uſetobe ofmore force, namely, thoſe 
 takenfromour /xtereſt. And here, 
(11) I defire you to confider the 
great: Benefits that a worthy Commu- 
| nicant receives from the holy Sacra- 
'* ment. Thi 1s not a: meer barren Ce- 
| remogy, or, unprofitable Rite, but an 
Inſtrament and Means:to: produce-and- 
to convey unſpeakable bletlings to us. 
Here we receive, 

('1) Confirmation of our Faith .: All 
habits are increas'd by being exerciſed, 
and. this Ordinance requires: great” ex- 

B 5 orctſes 
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erciſes of the Grace of Faith : For here 
we make a ſolemn Declaration of it, 
and thereby bind. it ſtronger upon our 
Souls. And to the exerciſe of this Di- 
vme Grace, and the ſincere and publick 
profeſſion of it,, there is no doubt but 
God will ſuper-add his ſpecial aid and 
bleſſing, that out of weakzeſi it maybe 
made + -Som So that if your Faith be 
weak, and. trembling , if you are Per- 
plext with vexations, doubts, and. 
temptations. to unbelief,; apply your 
{elves to this holy. Ordinance as tothe 
properremedy. Declare your Falth,. 
and pray for more. If you believe , 
God will help your «»belief, Mark 9.25. 

(.2 ) Our Kepentance will be height- 
ned. by our due Communicating at 
the Lords Table, and that in reſpect 
of all its great. Acts, viz. 1. Senſe and: 
ſorrow for Sin. 2. Confeſſiox of it ; 
and 3, - Averſation from. it. For the 


(1) The evil of Sin is never ſo well. 


diſcerned as initseffects. It is ſweet in 
the 2ou2h,, but b:trer in the = : And 
ahere is no greater evidence of 1 = 

| neſs. 
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Its vile-,/ 4 
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neſs and malignity, than. chat we have 
in the ſafferings. of our Lord, which 
areſet before us in.the. holy Sacrament: 
And certainly Sin muſt necds be an ac- 
curſed thing, (faith. the conſidering. 
Communicant) That the. bleſſed Jef 
muſt thus be made a Curſe for it; that 
is.doubtleſs.a mighty evil;, that. can- 
not be expiated but -by the blocd' ef 
God: And Sin, without queſtion, hath 
naſpeakable malignity. in itz. fince it 
laid ſuch a load” of .wrath' uppn the: 
Shoulders of Omnipotence, as made: 
him complain, and. ſweat, and graan,.. 
and dye. The good man hath'never > 
ſuch a ſenſe of the evil of ſin, as when : 
heis awakened by the ſigns and images + 
of Chriſt's Sifferings , and when he : 
ſees it writ in . Charafers of. Blood: 
Beſides, the baſeneſs and' ingratitude of, 
Sin 1s made evident, in all the-Ripre- | 
ſntations of the Divine. Love which 
we have at the Lords Table : .We ſee- 
there, that it is anahuſeof the greateſt! 
and.moſt tender Goodneſs, and there: 
is nothing that-more affcfts ingenuous' 
Souls, than the. ſenſe of ſuch unwor-- 
| thinefs,. 
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thineſs, and this will beget the /zvel;- 
eff and moſt kindly, ſorrow. They ſhall 
lookon me, whom they have, pierced, and 
they ſhall mourn, Zech. 12. 10. The ten- | 
dereſt grief ariſeth from the apprehen- | 
ſion of abuſed Goodneſs : And the.more 
ngenuous Spirits are ſooner brought | 
to betroubled for their ſins, by a ſenſe 
of Mercy than of Terrors., Now there {| 
is nothing that gives a truer or great- 


er Repreſentation of Divine Grace and 
Kindneſs, than the Holy Sacrament , 
and therefore th is a very, effeCtual 
means to beget and increafe.a periterti- 
- ſenſe and ſorrow for fin. And upon, : 
this, | 
(2) Follows Confeſſion., which is *! 
one expreſſion of theſe : The appre- 
henſion; of an angry Majeſty, drives a 
Sinner to Deſperation, and prevents, 
his Confeſſion. When the Lord.askr 
the Man in the Goſpel with ſome ſe- 
verity,, How cameſt thou bither , not 
having a wedding Garment ? He was 
Keegy ef... Terxors, beget. ſtupifying 
ear , which ſtops the mouth, | and, 
dams up all the” paſſages to, attd ___ 
tne 
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the Soul, whereas the Diſcoveries of 
| Goodneſs and Mercy open the heart, 
| and melt the Seal upon the Lips : 
| They invite Supplicatzons, and 'beget 
Confeſſions, and therefore the Sacra- 
ment, which is a Memorial of the great- 
eſt, ſweeteſt, and freeſt Mercy, tends 
| in the nature of it to the prcducing 
humble confeſſions and acknowledg- 
ments :: And it doth it likewiſe, 
(3), As to the Averſation of Repen- 
tance by the ſame way. The top and 
; perfection of Repentance Is. to turn 
| from our evil ways ; God invites. his 
: People ta.ths,, by the Argument that 
j is meſt powerfully preſs'd upon us-in 
; the Sacrament , namely, That of hu 
pardoning. mercy and kjndnef. Return. 
thou back ſliding Iſrael, — and 7 will nor 
eaufe mine anger to fall upon you, Jer. 3. 
12: His, readineſs to pardon. is the 
oreat Motive to return, and the Sacra- 
ment is the Seal of the Covenant of Par- 
don. Deſpair of Mercy keeps men on 
in a, ſinful courſe. Thou ſayeſt there us 
to hope, ſay they in the Prophet Jer, 
2: 25. They thought their caſedeſpe- 
rate, 
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rate., and it. follows, 7 have loved 
ſtrangers, and after them will I go. The 
Deyils perſiſt irreclaimably. in their 
hatred of God and Goodneſs, becauſe 
the unalterable Sentence is paſt upon 
them : And. if men come once. to quit 
their hopes of Happineſs, they will al- 


ſoinaſhort time quit the thoughts of 


God and Virtue ,. and give themlelves 
up to. the ſwinge of their Appetites. 
and Inclinations.. Whereas on the 
other. ſide, Hope 1s the. great Encou-: 
ragement and Spring of. Endeavour, and 
where th: 1s enlivened by a full and: 
guick, ſenſe of pardoning Goodneſs , 
that Soul will feel a mighty Motive to 
reformand turn from Sin. Now the 
Sacrament is the Seal of that Covenant 
which aflures us of Grace and*:Pardon, 
and the firmeſt ground of our beſt 
hopes, and moſt glorious expeCtati- 
ans. Thus. the Grace of Repentante 
receives increaſe in all its. Exerciſes, 
from this Divine Tnſtitution : And fo. 
doth, 

(3) That other moſt excellent 
Grace, Love, both as it relates, 1. ta 


God,. 
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God, and 2. to our Neighbour. 
(1) In the Holy Sacrament the /4y - 
ſteries of Divine Love are unfolded in 
all their Circumſtances. of Wonder. 
There we ſee pardoning,. redeeming , 
bleeding, dying Love : Love, ſuffering 
for all our ſakes ;, and Loveprocuring 
all things for our Intereſts; Zove de- 
ſending to the Grave and. Hell, and 
Love triumphing over both : Love 
leading Captivity captive, and obtaming 
gifts for men, Light, Life, and a glori- 
ous Immortality. Such Love, and. 
Love beyond what we can ſay, and be- 
yond what we can think, is repreſen- 
ted at. the Holy Sacrament, and this 
muſt needs fire. every. Soul that 1s not 
as cold as the Earth, and as dead, as 
the Grave. Love. begets love,. and 
one Flame kindles another. And if we. 
think of this Love, and conffder it as 
we ought when we come tothe.enter- 
tainment. of-Love ,. this would excite- 
our AﬀecCtions,. and turn our Souls in-- 
to holy Flames, and ſoour dead Pow- 
ers will ve, and our dull fleepy at-. 
&tions will awake into new ſpiritand. 
VIgOUTr-: 
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vigour : We ſhall live by Love, and 
act by Love, till we are receivediinto 
the earneſt Embraces of Love; and 
and ſwallowed: up in+ that- immenſe 
Qcean of Love.. Now: Love is the beſ# 
and moſt pleafing of all our paſſions ; 
and Love toGod 1s the beff- arid moſt 
pleaſant of allloves : - A Love free from: 
thoſe Tortures and: Diſquiets., that 
ſhame and'thoſe-griefs that: are pro- 
duced by abſence and uncertainties , 
loſs and guilt, when: this Paſſion: is 
placed-uponother Objefts. This-Love 
is the Fountain of Delight, and the 
Spring/ of Action that fſweetens our 
Troubles, and* ſtirs: up our Endea- 
yours; that makes Duty agreeable, 
and Difficulties eaſte, that: is a: preſent 
Heaven; andthe foretaſte of a-grearer. 
This ad, 

(2): Tends -to'the increaſing our 
Love one to another. It'isa Feaſtiof 
Love #t our Fathers: Houſe, and' our 
Lords:T able + The Gueſts are Brethren, 
and profeſſing Chidrenof Love. Here 
are all. the Engagements to love ſet. 
before vs: :  The- Love-of: our! Zord H 

f an 
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and his expreſs Commandment, John 
13-34. The Kelations we ſtandin to 
God, and to one another. We cannot 
well chuſe but pity -our Brothers Infirmi- 
ties, and pardon each others faults, 
when we ſee how much God hath piti- 
ed our Miſeries, and how gratiouſly he 
hath pardoned our Offences, Our Ani- 
moſities will be abated, and our 
thoughts of Malice and Revenge will 
dye. Our Indifferences will be kznd- 
nef, and our kindneſs Love, when we 
conſider the inexpreſlible Love of our 
common Lord, and the bleſſed efe&s of 
that love : Reconciliation made, Happi- 
neſs procur'd, and Si», and Death, and 
Hell conquered. A ſenſe of theſe will 
{wallow upall our little picks and 4ſ- 
pleaſures, and ſo fill us with the 
thoughts of Gratitude and Love : That 
we ſhall forget our Enmiies, and im- 
brace our Enemies, and ſhed abroad 
our kindneſs upon al] about us, yea and 
extend it to all the World in prayers 
and good wiſhes. And now , this Spirit 
of Charity isa moſt djvine temper, and a 
great happineſs : 'Tis. a ſweet , ſe- 


rene, 
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| rexe, and pleaſant thing, a Reward to 
| xs ſelf, if there were no other : Where- 
as Envyand Malice, and all the degrees 
ofthem are an Hell, and Torment ts 
; the Soul ; they are great ſins and their 
| own puniſhment : And- a right uſe of 
the Holy Sacrament will abate, and 
remove theſe, and thereinalſo admini- 
ſterbleſſed and unſpeakble Advantages 
TO us. 

(4) Our Hopes are nobly advanced 
and ſtrengtherzzd by this Ordinazxce : 
When the good -man' conſiders the 
Fuſtice and Holinef of God, ' and the 
perfettion of his Law ; and then takes a 
view of his own ſinfidnef,, and innu- 
meradbte-i5perfet#ons : His Spirits fail, 
and his Hope is giving up the Ghoſt; 
he finks into. Trouble, -andalmoſt into 
the Regions of Deſpair : Now all the 
Relief that'a man can have in fuch a 
ſtate, isto be drawn from Gods Cove- 
ant t0 pardon ſin, and to accept of Faith 
and Repentance inſtead of Perfettion. 
This is the Tenour of the Goſpel, and 
the Foundation of our Hopes ! and 
this Covenant is ſealed nedaſered to us 

| at: 


- gn er ———_—_—_—_—_— —— 
— —_—_ _——_———— by pon —— - ha m"_ 


to the Lozds Supper. 35 


at the Sacrament ; ſo that thence the 
fainting Soul may derive life and quick- 
ing. And when,the drooping Chri- 
ſtian comes from ſeeing God putting 
his Seal to his Pardon, and to the Pro- 
miſes made him of Eternal Life ; his 
Hopes recover, and his Spirits return 
unto him, his Soul leaps for joy, and 
all his Powers are full of Content and 
Pleafure . And over and above this, 
God is pleaſed at ſuch times efpecrally, 
to vouchſafe more abundant Manifeſta- 
trons of himſelf tothe Son], ſealizg his 
love-upon it, ard giving 1t ſo much. 
aſſurance as may deliver it from its 
unreaſonable doubts and ſaſpicions , 
and make it in part partaker of our 
Maſters joy. But this will be a Par- 
ticular by it ſelf. Therefore , 

(5) The boly Sacrament 1s an excel- 
lent means ta heighten a. Chriſtians 
Joy and Comfort. For there we are in 
a ſpectal exerciſe of our Graces, and by 
them are prepared for Divine peace and 
pleaſure : That peace of God , which paſ- 
feth all underſtanding, Phil. 4. 7. And 


this is ſomething »ore than that. con- 
tent 
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| tent that naturally ariſeth upon, and 
reſults from the Actions of Holineſs 
and Virtue, and is ſuperadded by the 
nearer Applications of the Spirit of 
God to the Soul : This pleaſure and 
ſatisfaftion God is always willing to- 
beſtow upon us, but we by our fins in- 
diſpoſe our ſelves for it, and it is not 
to be given out but to prepared Souls : 
And now according to the greater or 
leſs Htgrees of our preparations, and exer- 
cife of our Graces, we ſhall have more 
or lefof this ſpiritual joy and ſatisfatti- 
97 1n our Communions. But beſides 
the joy which is ſpecial and extradrdina- 
ry, the Ordinance in its own nature' 
tends to delight and pleaſure. Wehad 
raiſed Storms and Tempeſts by. our 
Sins, and provoked him whom we can 
neither reſiſt nor avoid : His Coun- 
tenance was full of dread and terronrs.. 
and Death and Hell ſtood ready for 
the command to ſeize upon us : And 
muſt it not needs fill thoſe with joy and 
tranſport, that were juſt now in this 
dreadful ſtate, when they ſhall ſee the 
Heavens cleered,and the Storms gone, 
to 
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to behold {miles and love in thefaceof 
the offended Majeſty ; to be aſſured 
that he is reconciled, and his Arms are 
opento receivc us : That He# and 
Death are deſtroyed , and Life and 
Happineſs procured for:us? All theſe 
are ſet before us in the Holy Sacra- 
ment, and did we uſe it as: we ought, 
our Souls would be tranſported with 
joy, and we ſhoyld have a delightful 
foretaſte of the happineſs and triumph 
of the Bleſſed, and allour Lives would 
be Anthems of Praiſe and A cclamation 
to the adorable Author and Procurer 
of our Bleſſings. And this, 

(6) Isanother happy advantage we 
derive, or may do, from the holy Sa- 
crament, viz. That it heightens and 
ſpirits our Gratitude and Praiſes. 
Praife and acknowledgments of .Divixe 
Favours, are all the Return we can 
make for them ; and we areto offer 
up-theſe Sacrifices for our ſelves, and 
all the other Creatures. But.the ;Com- 
mores of our Mercies takes away-the 
ſenſe of them, and we paſs them over 
with ſight and. cuſtomary acknowledg- 

| ments ; 
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ments : This ordinarily is our conrſe, 


'r% 


and *tis a yery difingenuous and un- 
grateful carriage to the bountiful 


Author -of our Beings and Bleſlings : 


But now at the Holy Sacrament, Di- 
vine Favours are particularly and ſolemn» 


ly repreſented, our remembrance. a- 


wakened, and our affections excited ; 
and the devout Soul pours it ſelf forth 
into holy Euchariſt, and Thankſ- 
giving. * The Heart # full, and the 


Atouth fiows ;'\all the Powers rejoyce , 


and in rejoycing breaks forth into 


Few 2X of Praiſe - And ſo begins that 


bleſſed Employment, which ſhall be the 


Workand Happineſs of Heaven. 


Thas we ſhall receive /ncreaſe to 
our Graces and our Comforts , from 


the-frequent and due- uſe of the = 


Sacrament, and all other ſpiritual a 


wvantages are contained under theſe. 


And as by theſe particulars we may en- 
courage our ſelves to our duty, ſo 7 
them likewiſe we may ſee how we are 


to demear our ſelves in the diſcharge 


of it : What aftts weare to exerciſe,and 


by what conſiderations we may ſtir up 
our 
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"our Graces, inflame onr Aﬀettions, and 
ſtrengthen our Reſolutions. 

And now the Benefits that I have re- 
preſented toenconrage and invite you 
to the holy Sacrament, do not only con- 
cern the thorow and grown Chriſtian, 
but even all that, own the Profeſſion of 

\Chriſts Religion, and have not re- 
nounc'd their Baptiſmal Engagements 
by lewdneſs and impicty : For ſuch have 
ſome degrees of Faith, Love, Repentance, 
and other Y/7rines : But the unhappineſs 
is, that theſe, in the moſt, are very 
low, imperfect, and in a degree that 
will uot ſecure their condition: Theſe 
Graces muſt be advanced td nobler mea- 
ſures, and roſuch degrees, as may pre- 
vail over the" contrary habits and diſþo- 
ſitions : Till the matter comes tothis, 


39 


we are under the Lawyand, a ſpirit of bone. 


dage ;, in a'condition of imporency and 
weakyeſ,, and not arrived to the glor;- 
ons Liberty and Power 'of the Sons of 
God. Ths, all that profeſs the-Chrs- 
ftian Faith and Hopes, ought toaim at, 
and 'endeayour after ; aud the Sxcre- 
mept 15 the moſt proper and hkely means 


for 


——— 
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for the advancing of our i#mperfett gra- 
ces to that noble height. So all that 
profefling Chriſtians are concerned in 
the Duty, and capable of the Bene- 
fits. And to allthoſe that have ſuch 
thoughts, and ſuch deſires, the Conſi-_ 
«derations I have preſented will\ be of 
moment. But for the reſt that are 
careleſs and unconceryed, dead to ſuch 
ſpiritual Motives, and ſtupidly careleſs of 
the duty and the priviledges that attend 
it. They are not Chriſtians, but do as 
much as in them lyes , to renounce 
their Relfgion, and to, put themſelves 
into the condition of 'Heathens and 
profeſſed Infidels. This 'is that 'I 
come next to diſcourſe. 


gpppep_——_r_ T7 1 ZE BALE 
CHAP, IV 
: - 
\ 


A Fter all my erſwaſions » and 

"A. . more  carnelt. Endeayours, I 
have too much caule to, think, that 
{ome among you neglett the. holy; OQr- 


. Ginance, not forany. Teaſer that they 
have, 
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have, or can as much as pretend, but 
from meer brutiſh ſtupidity and wncon- 
cernument., They Care net for theſe 
things: the Motives of Religion and 
another World can do nothing with 
them ; ſuch conſiderations are not felr, 
but paſt over their Souls without ma- 
king any impreſſions on them. And 
now, as for ſ#ch, I am come to ſhew, 
That they arſclaim Chriſt and his Retz- 
gion, and are by no means to be rec- 
koned into the number of Chriſtians. 
This I prove by the following Partt- 
culars. 

Firſt, They renonnce a main Ar- 
ticle of the Creed, viz. The Communion 
of Saints ,, their Communion with (1) 
Chriſt, and their Communion with (2) 
one another, 

(1) Chriſt invites us to his Table, 
and provides a ſpiritual entertainment 
for us; and in that there' is a ſolemr 
and ſpecial intercourſe between him and 
his Church, which on our part conſiſts 
in the exerciſe of our Graces ; and on 
hs, wn the Benefits and Bleſſings he be- 
ſtows. He invites us to come and to 
GC meet 


—— 
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meet him there, to enjoy ſpiritual Cor- 
_reſpondence and Communion with him : 
And now, wHfully to refuſe the Invi- 
tation, is to fignifie our contempt of 
the Holy Feſws,, and io declare that 
we care not tor any nearneſs of corre- 
ſpondence with him. And ſuch Neg- 
lecters in effect fay, that they love 
the converſe and communion of their 
vain and vicious company : That they 
can ſpend their time pleaſantly in therr 
converſation, upon an Ale-bench, or 
Place of Idleneſs, or Debauches : But 
or Chriſt Feſus they like not his compa- 
ny, and care not. for any intimacy of 
acquaintance with him. Thus 1s the 
direct language of ſach practices, and 
neglects ; and what kind of Chriſtians 
are ſuch as theſe ? 
-* (2)) They renounce the Communion 
of. Saints one-among another, The holy 
Sacrament is the Feaſt of Charity and 
Chriſtian Love, and there our Aﬀecti- 
ons are united to God, and to our 
Brethren. There we profeſs to be of 
xe Body, oe Socrery,, and tobe all Aem- 
bers one of anather, So hat pghoſe who 
neglect 
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nezlect and refuſe this holy Symbol of 
Love, break off from the Socicty oi 
Chriſtians, and declare they will have 
nothing to'do with them, as far as 
they are concerned in that Name and 
Relation: Thar they will not be of the 
Flock and Number that Chriſt calls 
#iis, but would rather -have their lot 
with the World , and Herd of Man- 
kind , who are ſtrangers to the Cove- 
nant of Promiſe ;, without hope, and with- 
out God in the world, Epheſ. 2. 12. That 
they value not their Proviledges, nor 
care for their hopes, This is the mean- 
wg of their neglect, and ſuch Chriſti- 
ans are the wilful Refuſers. 

(2) They renounce their Baptiſm. 
This is the Sacrament of Entrance into 
Chriftiamty, and here Engagements are 
laid upon us without 6ar-khowledgeor 
conſent.” At the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper we ſoleninly engage and 
take thoſe Obligations upon our ſelves. If 
werefuſe to do-chis, we mithdraw our 
conſent frorm what' was done in our 
ſtead; we makeour Baptiſm void, and 
put our ſelves into the ſtate of __ 
C2 at 
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and Heathens, The Indians were by 
the Spaniards driven to Baptiſm in 
droves like Cattel to the water , with- 
outknowing what 1t meant, or what 
they did init : Were theſe Chrit;ans 
by virtue of ſuch a Baptiſm ? Eſpeci- 
ally, 1s there. any reaſon tothink thoſe 
of rhem ſuch!, who as ſoon as they 
were free, 'made open declarations 
againft. it. And are thoſe among vs 
Chriſtiazs, who wete ſfrgned with that 
Religion when they could not help it ? 
and profeſs againſt it by their aCtions 
and neglects , as ſoon as they are in 
capacity to do'it ? who 4;/own it when 
they are ſolemnly called to put their 
Seal, and to declare their allowance 
and approbation ? Their Swreties en- 
gaged for them that they ſhould be- 
Heve the Chriſtian Faith , keep Gods 
Commandments, and renounce the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil - But ſay thoſe 
by their praCtice, what had they todo 
to undertake ſuch things for us? we 
will ſtand to no ſuch engagements : 
We are call'd on to make this good 


our ſelyes in perſon at the other Sacra- 
ment, 
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ment, or by our neglects to declare it 
void : But we will not tie our ſelves, 
or ownany ſuchengagements upon us : 
we will leave our ſelves art large to be- 
lieve what we pleaſe, and to practice 
what we fancy, and to gratifie and: 
worſhipas long as we think. hx, the 
World, the Devil, and the Fleſh our 
Friends, and deareſt Correſpondents. 
Allthis likewiſets plainly ſignified in 
the neglect of the Holy Sacrament ; 
and therefore certainly ſuch are 
better Chriſtians than the wild men o 
America : Which will further appear, 
if we conſider , 

(3.) That by it they deny the very. 
erofeſſion of Chriſt Feſws They will 
not ſo much as claim nor pretend to 
him, in any ſolemn ſignificant way. To 
ſay that we are Chriftiews and now and 
then to hear a Sermon, theſe are not 
profeſſion enough.: They are but cold 
declarations of our Op;aon, no good hg- «4 
nifications of our Fairh, The right 
profeſfion of Chriſtianity is made, by 
our preſenting our ſelves at the Lords: 
'Tab:e, and owning our Faith there,, 

C 3 thats 
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that is a folemn and publick confeſſion 
and acknowledgment. To hear Ser- 
;NoNs 41S to0 often but curiolity or 
cuſtom, toſay we are of the Chriſtian 
Religion, is -but a declaring in what 
way we have been brought up; and 
ineer Edxcation-Faith 1s but a faint un- 
{tgnifying thing ; it is but Opinion, 
and a low degree of afſent. *Tis true, 
4 man may be a Formaliſt and an Hypo- 
crite when he comes to the Lords 
Table, as well as inother lower ſfigni- 
fications of his' Religion. But how- 
ever he makes a profeſſion, and that 
which is proper and ſolemn >» Whereas 
the wilfully negligent , vefuſe to make 
any due confeſſion of Chriſt and his 
Religion : They openly deny him before 
men, and ſuch he'will deny before his Fa- 
ther which ts in Heaven , Mat. 10. 33. 
To withdraw from the Profeſſ:ox of 
Chriſtiazity in times of azfficu/ry and 
perſecurion isa great ſin; but 'tis ſuch a 
one 25 admits of ſome exremuation from 
the frailty of bumane nature , and the 
remprations of fear and ſelf-love + But' 
to deny the profeſſion of Chriſt 1n _ 
® 


to the L9203 S18per. - 47 


of Liberty -and encouragement, this is 
an affront to the Holy Feſus,tar which 
there is no ſhadowof excuſe,” and muſt 
ariſe from conrempr, and a confelt neo- 
left of him. Such perſons publiſh to 
the world, that they own othing of 
Religion, byt count 1t adiſparagement 
to be thought any way concern'd for 
it. And ſoare by no means to be ac- 
co unted Chriſtians. Further, 

(4) Their refuſal and neglect isa 
quitting and renouncing the whole Co- 
venant that God hath made with Sin- 
ners in his Son. The Covenant on Gods 
part offers Grace and Glory, and on 
ours, it binds to Faith and ſincere Obe- 
dience, We are called to the Sacra- 
ment to ſee God confirming what he 
hath promiſed, and aſſuring us to 
make good what concerns him : On 
the other ſide, we are to preſent our 
ſelves there, to profeſs our readineſs 
and reſolution, to perform ozr part, to 
keep the terms to which we were inga- 
ged, and upon which we expect the 
promiſed Bleſſings. Now if we wil- 
fully refuſe this Confirmation, we with- 
C 4 draw 
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draw our ſelves from the Covenant ,, 
and declare that Grace and Glory, are 
things thatweneither care for, nor ex- 
pect 3 and that we will not tie our 
ſelves to any Faith or Homage; but 
would be as free as we can to follow 
the Devil and our Luſts; and ſo are 
very far from being Chriſtians. 


— Fi 


CHAP. V. 


Have thus briefly ſhewn you what 

is forified and implyed in the neolett 
of the Holy Sacrament, Many of you 
that are gvilty of this fin, would I ſup-- 
poſe he loth openly, and in words, tore- 
zouce Chriſt and his Religion; and 
yet while you continve in this obſtt- 
mts, dangerousneglect, you ao zt as 
fully as if your Tongues declared a- 
gainft that Name and Profeſſion, And 
{ think when any ſuch as zheſe turn 
Papifts, Turks, or fews, they do but 
change to ſome ſhew of Religion , from 
zone at all. So that it is no real diſpa- 
ragement,, 
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ragement:, or lofs to-our. Church ,. 
when thoſe Infidels declare in. words, , 
what before-they ſufficiently. ſignified : 
by their | dapntaah . They go out from us,, , 
becauſe they were never of us ,.1 John 2. - 
19. They do not change their Religion, 
for they had never. any before.which: 
they might exchange. 

This, Sirs, .in ſerious truth..1s., the 
condition of thoſe. that wilfly-retuſe: 
and neglect the Duty of Holy Commu-- 
ion :. And methinks- it. ſhould .make® 
ſuch tremble .to conſider, that- they / 
live: in a profeſ# and 1mpudent contempt: 
of God... You pity Heathens and:igno-- 
rant Americans; . but there. is work: 
enough for your pity at-home, . and: 
their condition. certainly, is not worie-: 
than th> condition of thoſe . carelefs- 
negligent. Sinners among our. felves... 
Yea, the Apoſtle tells us, That *tisber<- 
ter never tahave ktown. the way of truth. 
than after we: have known 3t to turw-aways 
from the Holy Commandment, 2 Pet. 25 
21+ And our. Saviour ſaith. /f ſhallibee 
more tolerable far. the dark, Tyre and/$1>- 
don at. judgment, than for theenlightneshi 
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Capernaum ad Bethſaida , Math, 11. 
22, We think their condition dread- 
fal that ſay, there # no God, and no 
doubt it is ſo - And certainly their 
ſtate 1s not l/ef deplorable, That ac- 
knowledge there x a God, but defie him, 
znd carry the matter /o, as if in good 
earneſt there were no ſuch being. To 


. live at Jarge without the: ſericus pro- 


teſſion of ſome Riligion is brutiſh and un- 
natural : And ſuch Saveges deſerve not 
to continue in the ſocieties of er, but 
are fitter to range 2mong the wild 
Beaſts of the Woods : Sch are thoſe 
2mong vs, that never make any folemn 
profeſſion of any Religion, by any a# of 
their own - They have zo Kel:g10n, but 
that of their Chmare, which they nei- 
ther underſtand nor mind;: Theyare 
Chriſtians by the Chriſtianity of others ; 
(viz. the general 5 ofefſlen of their 
Cbuntrey) or they are none at all; ard: 
ifthey live and dye.in this condition, 
wild men and Cannibals will at the laf 
bein a better ſtate than they. | 
And now, Sirs, Reaſcn for this care- 
leſ:mefland dangeroms neglett, Tam iure 
you : 
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you have none 3 Nor do the ſort | am 
now dealing with, pretend Scruples of 
Conſcience : But ſome Excuſes thereare, 
(which you; know are but vain) that 
you uſe upon occaſion, to take off the 
edge of reproof, and to ſcem juſtified 
inthe fight of men. 

Thus they that were invited to the 
Supper 1n the Parable, Luke 14. 18- 
made Excuſes; One had boxyght Gronnd, 
and he malt ſee it za ſecond had bought 
Oxen, and he muſt try them; and a 
third had married a Wife, and conld 
ot come. None of theſe pretences had 
any good reaſonin them; they were 
ſomething to ſay, and had a little colour, 
but they were not the Cauſes of their 
not coming to the Sapper ; No, the tzue 
ground was their conrempt of the Jda- 
fter , and his Invitation : And therefore 
Matth. 22.3. 'Tis ſaid , They: wodd 
wot come ; Their excuſes were looked 
ont as flat denyals , and the Reaſon is 
given after': It was not their Grownd, 
nor their Oxex, nor their  Adarriage z 
but:their a4ſ-eſteem of the-Lord, and 
his Fea, made light of it, m_— 
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ms _—_ _ —_— were not- 
00a,. yet they had-fomethi e010148 
Taken :* Twas buſinef,,and rs F fugrrs 
occafionsthatwere aledg U* And ſuch 
Afﬀeairs they really had ; fe 'tis faid in 
St; Matthew, that they went-their way, . 
exe to his Farm, . and another to hs Mer 


* Candtfe;- fo that'there was ſomerhing. 
rrxe.1h their. Meas, though the: mam 


thing for.--which- they were brought-, . 
was falſe; But now; if-they had ſent 
word, that: the Lords Fonuſe-wasſo far 
of; that they-were not abie togo to it,. 
thoughreally it werewithin ſome few 
Furlongs of their remoteſt dwellings;, 
andno further than the Marker, which 
they conſtantly frequented : - Fhere 
had -been more folly- inthis excuſe. If 
they had ſaid;. that there was not room 
for them all- inthe Lords Hoxfe, when 
they knew, . that-it was -never-full on 


fcb-occations, and that'a- great: part 


of thoſe that were: invited would not 
come; ſo that they were ſure to: find 
toa many-empty places ;-the-exculſe 
would: have" been+ interpreted®'as-a 
a ey ſeo at: the invitation: 
they had told* the Meſſengers, _ 

F 
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they would not come, except they had 
each of them a Chair and Cfy0» pro- 
vided for him, and- might ſit in ſtare 
and eaſe-at the-Entertainment, this had 
been greater arrogance than appears in 
thoſe Refuſers: If they had ſent the 
Lord word, that they would not 
feaſt with him- at /ach or ſach of his- 
Houſes , that were appoznted, and were 
: moſt converient- for- their reception z 
but they would have ithere. or there-; 
at home, and next door ;1n places-much 
leſs fit.. This-would have been avery 
bumer ſome and very rude Anſwer:to the 
Invitation. If: further they had ſaid, 
that the Feaſt began too ſoon, and that 
they could not riſe ſo. early, though the 
Sun was up many hours before, and 
they were abroad every day earlier a- 
bout their osher Byſineſs : This alſo 
kad been an Afrontto the Maſter, and 
a contempt of his kindnef. But if theſe 
ſurly unworthy people ſhould have been 
humour'd- in all. particular, and 
things: ſhould have been ſo: ma- 
naged, as to have avoided' all theſe 
precences:- And: yetif-after ſuch: con- - 
- adfrentions: they ſhould have _— 


- 
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they had confuted themſelves, and given 
the Lye to their Excafſes, But, it not- 
withſtanding all:this, they ſhould have 
cryed out that they - were periſbiug for 
ant of Bread., and. clamour'd- and 
complain'd heavily, that Proviſion was 
not made for them: What could have 
been ſaid to ſuch: an 1mpudons brazer'd 


fort.of #1 | 7 ® 

Stirs, There are- ſome. among you : 
that underſtand what I mean : 1 ſpeak 
not thus out of 4. #4. to upbraid any 
of you, but I ought to mire Jou, and 
to: endeavour to convince you of your 
fins. What ever colours the guilty may 
ſet upen their negledts and contemprs | 
of Holy-Ordinances beiore men, God ' 
will not be deceived or mocked; there 
is no putting Tricks-upon him. If you 
will not” be perfivaded- to your Duty, 
he knows the reefor, and 'tis in vainto 
make f#l/e floariſhes and excuſes. Yea, 
ſomemens pretences ave ſo openly-un- 
true, and groſs, that they cannot as 


mach as hope ——_ ws by them. 
Every one fees the fe/bood-and lying 
of theis WMegations, all. A YE 


« 
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roclaim that they do not themſelves 
elieve Or. mean any. thing that they 
ſay, and yet they have the. prodig:ome 
impudenceto lye.on in the fare of God, 
and Conſcience, and Men. | So: ſeared 
ard hardned are ſome in their perverſ- 
mf and hypecriſie, and alt at that rare, 
as if it werea Play-game, and ſport of 
wit to ſhew how many ways they had 
tocyade their Duty, with ſame ſhew 
of reaſon, Sirs, When this ile ſort of 
evil men have the Forehead to pretend - 
Religion, they become the moſt miſ- 
chiev ous Aiſcreants upon earth z and 
the fitteſt Inſtruments that: Satan. can 
deſire or uſe for the Aﬀeairs of. his 
Kingdom, But no more- of them. 
NOW. 

Friends, 1 am exceeding troubled:to 
fee how #ndutiful toGod, andhow wn- 
kind to themſelves, how- foohfband an- 
reaſonable many men are, when they 
ſeek for little occaſions to- pretend, as - 
reaſons againſt: the greareſ# and molt 
:mportant 'Duties ; when that which 
would/exenſe mthing elſe, ſhall. exenſe 
them unto God: for a neglect of his 
| Worſhip, 
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Worſhip,in the greateſt Inſtances of it-2. 
An aking Finger, a few Drops of Rain, 
the cold: Air, a Fit of: Drowſinef, an 
impertinent #73/zt,, or. ſach- like Trifles, 
are enongh to be pleaded. for: abſence 
from the Houſe of God,. and Holy 
Communion with him. My Wife was 
not: at home, or- ſhe:was buke , my 
Childs head aked, or I had, Friends to 
Dine:with me, . therefore 7 conld not bs 
as the Sacrament. Therefore 1 could not ! 
For ſhame falſe.min'offer ſuch excuſes 
to. thy Maſter , or thy Prince, when he 
commands and - expects thine. atten- 
dance ; fee how. he will take them from 
thee.:: Yea, . offer ſuch but to thine E- 
qual, that waits for thee on Aﬀairs of 
Moment, and try how kindly he will 
receive. the diſappointment .on ſuch 
grounds, Doſt.thou:uſe toſay,, 1 could 
not go:our' to, Market to. buy Neceſſaries, 
becauſe 'tmas cold Weazber 7, I could not go 
to: Dinner to-any kind. Neighbour next 
door. ,. that invited me. , becauſe. 1. had 
priekdmy Finger.?: Axe ſuch pretences: 
toorrifing ta:be uſed on. ſuch..ordina- | 
rF:0Gca A Sa—s"-4 


the Greateſt? will they ſerve to excuſe 
thy negle& of feeding thy Soul with 
the bread of Life, and thy making Pre- 
viſion for Eternity? Will they anſwer 
for thy not waiting on the Lord, the 
Lord of Life and Glory, when he invi- 
ted thee to the Feaſt of Love at the 
Houſe of Banquets ? What thoughts 
haſt thou of the Priviledges of the Gof- 
pel, the Communion of Saints, the peace 
of Conſcience, the joys of the Holy Ghoſh, 
the fore-taſts of Glory ; what; I ſay, doſt 
thou think of theſe, if they have not 
fo much power with thee as the moſt ac- 
knowledged trifles? With how much 
kf reſpect and devotion doſt thou ſerve 
God, than wicked men do the Devil 
and their Luffs? When they invite to 
Jolly meetirgs and communion in debauche- 
ry and beſtial madneſs, do the Blades uſe 
to make ſuch excuſes ? Are they divert- 
ed and kept off from their brutifh ſatis- 
faition by ſuch Nothings ? certainly 
they couldnot ſo excuſe themſelves to 
their Zuſts and vile Companions. And 
do you pretend to beWorſhippers of the 
God of Heaven, and Worſhippers of = 
be| 
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beſt and pureſ# ſort, to be Chriſtians, 
and Expettants of Eternal Glories as 
Rewards of your Services : And do you 
thus ſerve your Maker, now and ther 
when the hour takes you, when the 
Devil hath no bufinefs for you, and you 
have nothing elſe todo? Are you not 
aſhamed to confeſs that Religion hath 
ſo little power with you, and that 
every thing can do more with you, . 
than your Day to God, and the Inte- 
reft of your. Souls? Do you thus work 
Ont your ſalvation? Do you thus ſeek, a 
Ringdom, a Heavenly Kingdom, an 
Everlaſting Kingdom ? Is this the work 
and patience of the Goſpel ? Is this running 
and ftriving, aud fighting , and giving 
atligence ?. Is this cutting of right bands, 
and plucking out right eyes ? Is this for- 
faking all, and following Chrift ? Ii there 
be any reaſon, if there be any ſhame, it 
there be any Conſcience, if there be 
any ſenſe of God and Religion in you, 
let not ſmall matters keep you from 
thi your greateſt Duty and Concern: 
Make no. more ſuch vain and ſelf-con- 


demwing Apologies, I know not whe- 
ther 
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ther it were not better for you once 
for all, to: ſay you are no Chriſtians, 
than to inſiſt on ſuch ſhameleſs pretenti- 
ons for your neglects of 'Chriſt and his 
Appointments. I add no more on this 
Head now ; I pray God you may lay 
to heart what I have ſaid. 


a hd — ——— 


CHAP. VI. 


Muſt now diſcourſe with the other 

ſort of Refwſers, viz. 

(2): Thoſe that ſtand off upon the. 
ſcore of mſtakgs of Conſcience. In ap- 
plying my ſelf tothem, I ſhall conſider 
the moſt weighty Objettons that carry 
any - colour- of Conſcience with then. 
And though I know ' many pretend. 
ſeruples of this: ſort, when in earneſt they 
are not the reaſons of their neglects z yet 
becauſe they are /o to ſome, I ſhall take 
them tq account. "They are cf two 
ſorts : 

(1) Such as hinder men only ſome- 


tymes and in part, 
(2) Such. 
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(2) Such as wholly obſtrutt their 
Communion ;, and are pretended as 
grounds, why they cannot partake 
with us at ay time. 

Of the firſt kind are theſe that fol- 
low ; viz. 

[ 7 would not have neglefted the Holy 
Sacrament, but 1 was not in charity , 
ſach, or ſuch a perſon -hath abuſed me, 
and [ was at odds with him; ſo that 1 
durſt not come. } 

To thisI ſay, That in ſuch an oc- 
calion, thou art ſeriouſly and: impartt- 
ally to conſider, whether thy. diſplea- 
ſure were juſt or #njuſt, upon the de- . 
termining of this will depend: the ſtate 
of the cafe. If, | 

(1) Thy diſpleaſure were ff, and 
thy Neighbour hath done thee wrong, 
and perſiſts in it without repentance or 
reparation ; 'tis no umharitablenef tobe 
diſpleaſed or to think amiſs of him. 
In ſucha caſe thy anger is no ſin, ſo long 
aSit keeps it ſelf within juft bonnds. 
Be angry, and ſinnot, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Epheſ. 4. 26. They may be parted : 
And what is xo ſin canyot writ us for the 
Holy. 
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Holy Communion, For that Ordinance 
doth not oblige us to be reconciled in 
our thoughts - to wicked and injurious 
men, while they 1mpenitently continue 
ſach : It will indeed require us not to 
revenge our ſelves on themto do them 
wrong, or: to deſire their ruine, or as 
much as hurt ; but not to have kind 
and good thoughts of them while they 
continue obſtinate in their ſis and #7- 
juſtice: Otherwiſe it were in the pow- 
cr of every wicked perſon to binder the 
good man from the Sacrament when he 
pleaſed. Onſuchan occaſion (1 ſay ) 
we may be innotently angry, and not 
only pity the injurios man, which many 
times 1s but a proud, though more 
plauſible ward to diſguiſe our anger. 
And the perſon that is but thus juſtly 
pleaſed with an Offender againſt God 
and himſelf, is not indiſpoſed for the 
Sacrament thereby. It this be your 
caſe any time, you ought not to permit 
the injury of another to do you to much 
more , as to keep you from your at- 
tendance on Chriſt .at his Feaſt of 
Love. 

But 
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But (2) If upon examination you 
have found, that your anger and 4iſ- 
Pleaſure was unjult, then the {i and the 
Trong Was on your part, and you ought 
to repent, as a preparation for the Sa- 
crament, which indeed is the propereſt 
Inſtrument to advance your further 
depgrecsof Penitence. There you will 
find-conſiderations and-belps for the cool- 
ng of the heats of your paſſion, and for 
the allaying the boylings of your rage 
and animoſity. Ifay, if you are con- 
vinced in your Conſcience, that your 
Frath is undeſerved , you ought to re- 
pent, andif you ds ſo, you onght to uſe. 
the Holy Sacrament for the confirmation 
and heightning of your Repentance. 

So that the ſcruple of not _ in 
charity, cannot juſtly. keep any from 
the Sacrament , but m0ſe that know 
they hate their Brother without: a 
cauſe, and are reſolv'd to perſift in 
that hatred; ſuch as will not be recon- 
ciled to- one that hath done _ 
wrong, though herepents, andendea- 
vaurs Argon wioy And /«ch, in effect, 
renounce Chriſt, and declare that they 
expect 
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expect no benefit from his Merit, or 
Mediation , for the obtaining Pardor 
for themfelves. If this be your condi- 
tion, you may well be afraid to come 
to the Holy Sacrament, and you may 
as well tremble to pray, Forgive a our 
treſpaſſes as we. forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſt us. For this is direCtly prayinz 
againſt your ſelves. I hope it 1s not 
thu withany of you that make this 
exception. 

But your Neighbour you think 15 an 
evilman, hath done you :7jzxry, and nat 
ak.your pardon, or fought your amends 


you are therefore mach diſpleaſed and s 


teel great anger in your mind againſt 
him, but yet are very zeady to forgive, 
upon his acknowledgments and defire 
of forgiveneſs. If it be after thi: man- 
er with you, you ought not to abſtaix 
from the Sacrament for this reaſon ; 
but rather to addreſs your ſelves to it, 
to proviae and pray that your juſt anger 
may not grow into malice and rage ; 
that-you may not be provoked tore- 
pay your Enemy one injury for-ano- 
ther ; but that by the dueuſeof —_ 

ory 
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holy Myſteries you may be more incli- 
ned to forgivenef, when he ſhall be fit 
for it. This 1 think is ſufficient for that 
Doubt. | 

(IL) But I have fo much buſineſs fal- 
len upon me, that 1 have not time to pre- 
pare my ſelf , and therefore I cannet 
come. 

In anſwer to this, I ſhall ſay ſome- 
thing that concerns, 1. Buſineſs ; and 
ſomething 21y. that concerns Prepa- 
YAHION. 

t ; C«) As to Bufineſs. Doth your 

ts Buſineſs afford you time to eat', and 

drink, and ſleep, and none to fit your 

Souls for ſpiritual entertainments and 
converſe with God ? 

(2) Have you any greater, have 
you any better bulinefs, than to pre- 
pare your ſelves to remember the 
Love of your dcar Lord, to meet with 
him, to renew your Covenant with 
God,and to receive pledges of his par- 
don and his love ? Do you not reckon 
that this is Bzſzzcſs, and the moſt im- 
portant and neceſlary buſineſs; 900 

. ſha 
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ſhall the greater matters give place to 
the leſs? | ; 

(3) Is not much of the Buſineſs 
that hinders, needleſs? Have you not 
voluntarily involv'd your {elf in more 
affairs than it was necellary you 
 Hould, or than your ſtate or ſtation 
in the world requir'd ? Might nof 
ſome of it have been put off to ſome 
other time z-or might not the time 
that you ſpend in impertinencies be 1M- 
Ployed in ſome of that buſineſs ? 

Ask your Conſciences theſe queſti- 
ons; and know thatwhat ever Buſi- 
neſs you take upon you more than 1s 
conſiſtent with your Duty toGod, and 
to your Souls, that Buſineſs is your ſin. 
Bnt if your b=ſineſs were not voluntary, 
but thrown on you by providence, the 
doing ſuch neceſſary Buſineſs 1s Gods 
work; and while you do it in his fear, 
ard with an eye to his glory, you are 
doing ſomewhat that 1s apreparation 
for the Holy Sacrament, or at leaſt 
that which doth not by any means in- 
diſpoſe you for' it. And hence I paſs 
to the Anſwers that concern, 

D [I, P2e- 
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H: Pzeparation. As to this take 
theſe two things. 

(1) There are Preparatjons Tequi- 
red to Prayer and Hearing, as well as 
to the Sacrament, Meditation is the 
Preparation for ' Prayer , and Prayer 
the Preparation for Hearing and I 
hope that notwithſtanding your buſi- 
nefs you perform theſe Duties: If or, 
you are to repent ſpeedily of your neg- 
lect, and to take the firff opportunity 
of the Sacrament, there to confeſs your 
ſim, to declare your repentance and re- 
folutions- of amendment; to beg pardon 
for what you have omered, and Grace 
'to aſſiſt you in what you reſolve. But 
if you have perform'd thoſe holy ſervices, 
-then Iay, - 

(2) That t-oſe'Performances joyned 
with Faith and mn, are prepa- 
rations for the Holy Communion. For 
when we hear, and when we pray, we 
do the ſame thing that we-do at the 
Sacrament, thou ugh not with that ſolem- 
nity; we remember Chriſt when we 
kear, and we do the ſame, and renew 


our Covenant with God, when we pray, 
(10 
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( in which two I have told you the na- 
ture of the Ordinance conliſts ; ) ſo 
that theſe a#s are diſpoſitions and pre- 
parations for that which 1s the more /o- 
lemn Performance. A good life in the 
diſcharge of our Duties towards God 
and Man, is an habitual and conſtant 
preparation for the Sacrament, and a 
true Chriſtian is always ready and prepa- 
red to remember Chriſt, and to confirm 
the C ovenant whereby he is a Chriſti- 
an. It is indeed very fit, that we 
ſhould take ſome time before we ap- 
proach the Lords Table, to call roge- 
ther into our "thoughts the ſeveral 
great Inſtances of the Love of our dear 
Saviour , which we are to remember 
there: What particular ſins we have 
to confeſs, and to reſolve and covenae:r 
againſt; what Graces we want," and 
are more eſpectally to implore. Theſe 
things weſhould do, but they are not 
works that will require much labour 
or time, if we have been conſtant in 
the other preparatory Duties of Medi- 
ration,” Prayer, and Hearing ;\ for they 
dobabituate ſuch thoughts and refoluti- 
EV D 2 Ons 
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ons to the Sculs of good men. But if 
thy caſe be ſ#<b that thou haſt been 
an evil man, and yegligent of all ſpiri- 
tral duty ; but art cow /eſible of thy 
ſin, and deſrrow toreform ; that ſenſe 
and thoſe deſires of amendment (if they 
are ſincere, and if thou-underſtandeſt 
the nature of the Sacrament, and Gods 
Covenant that is ſealed by it) are thy 
preparations. The more time thou takeſt, 
and the more Prayers and Thoughts thou 
1mployeſt with other means, to make 
the ſenſe of ſin deep , and the deſires 
of Reformation inte»/e and great, the 
more thou art prepared, and the better 
things are like to ſucceed with thee. 
But if thy preparations are of a lower, 
and more imperfect degree ( if of the 
true kind ) thou oughtelt zot therefore 
to abſtain ; God will pardon thy infirmi- 
ties , and accept of thy ſincerity , and 
ſtrengthen thee ſo, that thou, ſhalt be 
bett:r prepared againſt another opport u- 
»ity, if thou art not wanting to thy 
ſe1/. But as to:th, I may have occa- 
{on to ſpeak more under the next 


Head, v3t. 
| (II.) To | 
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(1I.) To conſider the Scruples of 
Conſcience , that keep ſome of wholly 
from publick, Communions. They are 
cither of ſuch as refrain, becauſe (1)' 
they think themſelves unworthy, or (2) 
of thoſe that do it, becauſe they think 
others unworthy, (3) of ſach as refuſe on 
the opinion, that the way of admini-- 
ftration is unworthy, Moſt of the con- 
iiderable and uſual doubts will fall an- 
der one or other of theſe.. I begin with: 
thoſe of the firſt ſort. 

(1) We would come to the Holy 
Communion, but alas we are not' wor- 
thy of ſo great an honour and privi- 
ledge z and we are afraid" to come, 
bc cauſe we hear, that he that cats «nd 
drinks unworthily, eats and drinks his own 
damnation, 

Toths; propoſed thus in the gene- 
ral, I anſwer, (1) We are alſo «- 
worthy of common Mercies,, of Meat, 
:nd Drink, and Raiment ; and of the 
more uſual ſpiritual Mercies, that God 
ſhould feak unto us, or thatwe ſhould: 
be permitted to ſpeak, unto him; ſhalt 
we therefore ftarve our ſelves, and go 
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naked ? : ſhall we therefore refuſe to 
vear and pray ? In the Sacrament there 
1 ſomething of auty, and ſomething of 
previledge;, when we are commanded 
to do a duty reaſonable and juſt, ſhall 
we refuſe becauſe we are worthy ? 
When we are 1nvited unto a Benefit 
great and free, and xecefſary, ſhall we 
reſilt it becauſe we are not worthy ? 
To do this 1s torender our ſelves more 
undeſerumg. When God. offers Fa- 
vours, We may and oxght to: accept , 
though we are unworthy of them, 
(2). All men are- unworthy in the 
({enieof the Law. Every man in his 
veſt eſtate is altogether vanity, Pſalm 
39-.5-. We areallan wiclean thing, aud 
our xighteouſneſs # as filthy rags, 1a. 64. 
G6, The meaning is, all men are Sin- 
ers, and their beſt ſervices are im- 
perfect and polluted. There 1s none 
righteos., NO ROT ONe , according to 
the, ſtrictneſs - and ſeverity, of the 
Law, which requires unfinning ohe- 
dience. This «wworthineſs then 1s not 
a reaſon why thou ſhouldlt refrain ; 


Yea, 
(3) If 
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(3) If thou art ſenſible of this thine 
unworthinef,, and delirous to be made 
more worthy , thou oughteſt for that 
reaſon to come, *Tis ſ«ch that Chriſt 
invites : Come unto. me all ye that are 
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt, Matth. 11. 28. He came not to call 
the righteous, but ſinners to repentance , 
Mat. 9.19. Ho every man that thirſteth 
come—[ſa. 55. 1. The Spirit and the 
Bride ſay come, and let him that is athirſt 
come, —Rev. 22. 17. Senſe of (piritual 
wants, and deſire of ſpiritual ſupplies, is 
part. of Goſpel worthineſs ;, and that 
which gives a right to the Sacrament, 
Thy being an unworthy Sinner, is not a 
reaſon why thou ſhouldſt refrain, ex- 
cept thov © art ' obſtinately reſolv'd to 
continue ſo, The Beeggar is never the 
more unworthy of an Alms, becauſe he 
inrags and great miſery ; nor the ſick 
man the more unworthy of the care and 
pains of a Phyſician, becauſe his diſeaſe 
is great and violent upon him. If indeed 
the Beggar loves and chuſeth warr, and 
ſcorns charity;if the Patient hates and re- 
fiſts the Phyſirian and his applications; in 
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ſach a caſe the one is unworthy of re- 
lief,, and the other of the means of 
health. Ifthis be thy cafe in Spirituals, 
thou art «worthy ; and till thou art 
of another temper, I would not per- 
{wade thy coming. But if on the 
other hand, thou art ſcxſible of thy 
fins, and deſirom of pardon and grace to | 
reform , thou haſt the pane. cation 
that renders th-e one that may and. 
eroht to.come : And thou art worthy as | 
2 Beggar is of an alms, or the Sick. of 
Phy/ſick,; That is, thou wanteſt it, and 
Chriſt invites thee to come, and to 
| receive ſupplies futable to thy wants. 
| So that if it be rh» with thee, the 
| fentence of the Apoſtle pronounced on 
im that ears and drinks wwworthily will 
not concern thee, | 
But the Doubter preſleth the mat» 3 
ter more particluarly Knowledge, Faith, | 
and Repentance are neceſſary to this wor= | 
: chiref: But I have: »o kzowledge, I 
cannot believe, 1 cannot repent, and 
cherefore am not worthy.” 
I ſhallſpeak to theſe 4d/*inftly and. 


As 
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As to what concerns, (1) Know-- 
ledge, I propoſe theſe things. 

(1) Perhaps+thon art-miſtaken im: 
the Degrces of Knowledge that are ne-- 
ceſtary. It is wvtneceſſary thow ſhou{dit* 
have knowledge in azep andeontrover- 
fial Points no, nor-yer in many 4o- 
frinal Opinions abont Religion, that are 
leſs ſpecularrve and nice : It is not ne- 
ceſſary than thou-- ſhouldeſt be ac-- 
quainted with the-- a;fpared -matters: 
about the Sacramezt; or be able to dif-- 
courſe-largely upon the Subject: No.,, 
Neceſſary knowleage is in few things, and 
thoſe pradiical. Ii therefore thou art: 
inſtruCted in the mair- plain. Points of: 
Chriſtian Dofirine, and in the grear” 
Rules of Chriſtian &ife ;, ifthou-under- 
ſtandeſt the Sacrament tor be a Rememm-- 
brance of -Chrifſt ; and a confirming 
our Covenant with God; and knowelt 
thoſe ſie things -I have before ſet” 
down about -it: : : There: is-ao0 reaſons 
then why thou ſhouldſt plead ignorance: 
in barr to. thy Duty -and- Priviledgs: - 


D "Tz But. 


74 An Earnefl Invitation. 


But, 

(2) If thou art really 1gnorant- in 
thoſe plain things ,; thy -i1gnorance 1s 
inexcuſable ; 'tis a great :/im, and an 
argument of - prodigious careleſnef and. 
xeglett.. For no one Can want capacity to 
know things ſo.eahie, and no one can 
want opportunity to know things {0 
017103, and no-one! can-plead excuſe 
for not endeavouring to know things 
ſo neceſſary. If -this then be thy caſe, 
repent of thy ſtupidity and careleſ- 
neſs that occaſioned thy 1gnorance , 
and. apply thy felt preſently to thy 
Spiritual Guide, or ſome honeſt know- 
ing Neighbour, to inſtruct thee in 
thoſe great and neceſſary matters. - Be 
afraid and aſhamed to-livea day long- 
erin ſuch dangerons darkneſs amid{t 
ſo. much clear light : And; tall thou 
haſt -got out of: this ſtate of wilfal 
blindneſs, meddle not with Holy 
Myſteries. -; But ths, - I hope, is the 
condition but of very few of: you : 
T hoſe that make: the : Objection, are 
moſtly ſuch as doit upon the former 
\- G , miſtake, 
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miſtake, which I have endeavoured to 
reCtifie. | 
*(ID Want of Fatth is pleaded. 
Andto this ſcruple 1 ſay, b 
'(1) Perhaps thon art ozt, and haſt 
been miſ-raught in the Doctrine of 
Faith, It may be thou takeſt Fauh 
to be an aſſurance of Salvation; or 
ſuppoſelt. that it. requires thy aſſert 
to many Principles, and ſach as are #n- 
reaſonable or doubtful ; or perhaps thy 
mind hath been confounded by phraſes, 
and various, metaphorical, and dark. 
repreſentations of Faith ; ſothat thou 
doſt not ſo much as know what zt z, or. 
wherein it conſiſts, Theſeall have been, 
and ofteu are the caſes of many well- 
diſpoſed Chriſtians. The good man is 
not abſolutely aſſured of his Salvation; 
| or he doubts fometimes of many. Do- 
| &rines and Opinions that he hath been 
taught to believeas Fundamentals; or 
tus underſtanding is confuſed by varicty 
of odd notions , and therefore he thinks 
he hath not Faith, .and dares not ap- 
' proach the Holy Table. If any of theſe 
be thy condition, rectific thy thou ghts, 
CETY an 
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and thou wilt berid of thy vain fears * 
Confider the matter fjeely ;,lookon. it 
in the Light of Scripture and Reaſon, 
and.thon. wilefmd', that thoſe-concejrs 
about Faith.were groundlef. Lay this: 
down for certain, That the plaineſt and 
:0ft obuious. account. of it ts trueſt ; For. 
Gad: would. not makethat the great. 
condition of the Goſpel, which 1s dif-- 
ficult to-underftand, 

Now the plain, ſcriptural, rational. 
Notion is this,, Faith in the- general? 
iS the belief of a Propoſition affirmed. ; 
Divze Faith, the belief of ſomething;, 
upon a Divine Teſtimony ;.Goſpel ſaving 
Faith is ſuch a belief of Divine Teſtine- 
7y, 2$ hath influence upon the-heart-. 
and pra#tice, and. conforms them unto. 
t.. Ifnow we believe:other Teſtimo-- 
nies, but. not that which God hath gi-- 
ven us by; andof his Son, our Faithis . 
neeety Loan, and we. have nothing - 
to do with the: Holy Sacrament... If. 
we believe the Revelations of God in. 
the Goffel, but thar belief. hath-not yet . 
hac f.ich power upon. our af ectzons and 
copverſations as 16 ought, and. as we: 

aefrre © 
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deſire : In this caſe we. may, and 'tis our 
_ datyto come to the Lords Table ,.to 

profeſs that degree of Faith which we 

have, and.to pray for more; that it 
may be made þ 7 Bw and /zvely, as 

to transform our hearts, and all our 

owersintothe {tkenefi of it, and into 
is likeneſs who is the Authowur and Fini- 

ſheer of our Faith. And finally , if our- 
faith hath already. had this effe# upon 
us, we are to-come to the. Sacrament: 

for further confirmation of it... This is. 
the ſhort.and plain account of the mat- 

ter, and if I ſhonldrun it out into fur- 

ther diſcourſe, this part would be 
diſproportioned to the reſt. . If my; 
brevity leave any of you unſatisfied in- 
#hzs, or any other things. belonging to. 
my Subject, I am at hand, willing 
and ready to. give. you further ſatis- 

£Ction. But, 

(2) It may be the weakneff and 
smperfeton Of- thy Faith makes thee. 
think thou. haſt noxc.. In this. caſe. 
ask thy felfthequeſtion : Dol think 
that Chriſt Jeſus was an. Itpoftor, and * 
that the. Goſpel is a Fable? Thou 

fart- 
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ftartleſt and abhorreſt_thele thoughts : 
Hence thou mayſt beafſured. that thou 
haſt ſome” degree of Faith,” But that (it 
may be) is very /mall and low: Be' that 
the caſe ; ask- thy ſelf then again, 
whether. thoy haſt any defire that 
thy weak, Faith ſhould be ſtrengthened, 
and thy imperfet} Faith ſhould be 7- 
proved to greater and nobler meaſures? 
If thou” art a perſon fit .to be dealt 
with under this Head of Conſcience, it | 
is thus with thee 3 thou art ſorry for | 
this imperfettion, and defiroue of growth 
and improvement : And if ſo, apply thy 
ſelfto the Holy Sacrament, as to the 
proper means of ' growth, and remedy of 
thy imderfeftions. Herethy Faith will 
be exerciſed, and by exerciſe it will be 
felt; ſo that, thy donbts will be 
cleared { Experience will affure 
thee." * And how - thy Faith will 'by 
the uſe of this Ordinance, be quickned 
and adyanced,. I have ſhewn already. 
Thus to, the Objcttion from the ſup- 
pofed want of Faith. "But, .. | 
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(III) The good man thinks that he 
wants Repentance too : He cannot 
repent he faith , and therefore is not. 
worthy. In anſwer I take notice' 
that , 

In © 4 aj two things are con- x 
ſiderable, viz. 1. Sorrow for ſin; and. 
2, Turning hoes it toalife of Holineſs 
yp Virtue. 

. It may be thy ſorrow 1s not ſo 
fend and great as thou thinkeſt is fit 
and ſuitable.to ſuch an occaſion : Thou 
canlt not weep and grieve. ſo much f or 
thy fin as the evils 6 it require 3 oy 
yet thou. mayeſt not wholly want the 
Grace of Repentance. Al. indeed 
are Sinners, and all mult repent - 
But men are Sinners in different mea- . 
ſures and degrees of guilt ; and 
their. ſorrow ,and humiliations will 
likewiſe be different. Deeper Con- 
yictions and greater Apgonies and 
Pangs of Sorrow may be expeCted 
from them whoſe ſins have been caps- 
tal and wotoriow , than from thoſe 
athers whoſe lives have been. more 
civil,, and lefs tainted with ranting 

Enormi- 
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Enormities, It may be then thy- E- 
ducation hath been fober, and- thy 
Inclinations not benr towards the 
grofſer Vices > thou haſt not com-- 
mitted any horrid ' Crimes, or ſ#ch- 
ſis as look gaſtly in thy Conſcierce 
and copſequently thy Converſion hath- 
not thofe rerrours , and that. dread in 
It, thoſe melting ſorrows, and violent” 
expreſſions of grief that thou obſer- 
velit in ſome others. Though it be | 
tbu4 , thou: haſt. no reaſon: to be dif- 
couraged, if thy ſorrow be fomuch as- 
toengage thee to humble thy telf before- 
God, ſincerely to beg grace- and for- 
givenef, and toobtain from-thee- ha- 
ircd of thy ſins,: and reſolutions a- 
gainſt 'them3 that ſorrow of thine-is 
godly forrow ,, and part. of true repem- 
| zance, though it have not the-greateſt 
degrees of vebemence : Theſe may - be 
wanting, on another: account aiſo- in 
them that-are truly penttent -z their 
temper may. be more- co?d , and their 
paſſions calmer than -others are ; and 
on this ſcore their reſertrents lefs no- 
table, and theexPrejliocs of them lefs 
eager; - 
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eager : So that violences in ſorrovare 
not always arguments of rue repen- 
tance, nor the abſence of them a ſign 
of impenirency and hardnep. If thou 
art fo ſenſible of fin as to deſire and. 
endeavour to oyercome and forſake it, 
thou art a Penitent in part, and thou 
oughteſt to come to the Sacrament 
for the ſtrengthning of that ſenſe , 
and to gain more aſliſtance and'more 
reſolution to ſubdue thy ſin. And if 
thero be any reat defe# inthy ſorrow, 
repair thither, that it may be awake- 
ned, and excited todegrees more be- 
coming, and effettive. 

'But (2) The ObjeCtion preffeth 
as to the Other part of Repentance, 1 
cannot leave my fin, and therefore dare 
not 2pprcach the Holy Myſtery. But. 
doſt hou deſrre it, ? doſt thon endeavour 
it? If /o, though thy defiresare im- 
perfect , and thy endeavours weak, 
yet it is thy duty to preſent thy ſelf at 
the Holy Table. There thou mayeſt 
expect to have thy Deſires increaſt , 
and thy Endeavours hejghtned and en- 
c0.:aged, find how both the _— 

af 
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aCt of Repentance, which is Sorrow, and 
this of Averſation, are promoted by 
the Sacrament. I have particularly 
ſhewn in the former Periods, to which 
I refer you-for your fuller Anſwer to 
this and ſuch like Objections. 

Thus of the Scruples that ariſe 
from the firſt Head, the apprehenſion 
of oar own #nworthinef. 1 deſcend to 
another. 

(11), Some abſtain from the Sacra- 
ment becauſe of the UWnwozthinels of 
Dthers.; wicked men are admitted, 
and they willnot have communion with 
ſuch.” * Yea, they are commanded. to 
have no fellowſhip with them , Eph. 5. 
11. and'to ceme. out from among them, 
2 Cr. 6. 17. | 

. For the anſwering this, I propoſe 
theſe things to be conſidered. 
(x) Haſt thou taken the erhod 
of our Saviour, Matth. 18. 15. with 
the Sinner, from whoſe communion 
thou thinkeſt thou mnſt withdraw 2 
Haſt thou privately told him of his 
Fanlts ? ' Haſt thou admoniſht him 
before Witneſſes ? Haſt thou told the 
Church ? 
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Church ? If ſo, thou haſt done, and he 
perſiſt ſtill in his wickedneſs, he: will 
no doubt be legally excluded from 
Chriſtian Communion ;, and ſo the foun- 
dation of thy doubt will be taken off. 

(2) How art thou ſure, whenthon 
ſeeſt thoſe thou calleſt wicked come to 
the Sacrament, that they do not reflent 
of their wickedneſs, and come tothe 
holy Ordinance to beg pardon for their 
{ins, and ffrength againſt them ? How 
doſt thou know that they are not — 
come to bind themſelves by deep reſo- 
lutions, and ſacred Vows, to'a ſpiritual 
warfare, and anew obeatence? Their 
coming makes profeſſion of ſuch deſigns 
and reſolutions, and how doſt thou 
kyow that that Profeſſion 1s inſincere ? 
Haſt thou a-way of prying into the 
heart ? 

But the man returns to his fins as 
ſoon as he hath done, and hence thou. 
wilt ſay, thou knowelt his hypocriſce. 
This indeed were ſomething, if it 
could be certainly foreſeen ; but: how 
he will demean himfelt after the Sacra- 


ent, thou canſt not forerel ; Thu may 
| _ have 
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havemoreeffet upon him than former 
Sacraments have had. This I ſay, may 
be, and charity thinkech no evil, but 
beheverh all things, hopeth: all things , 
1 Cor. 13. Or, if it now again prove 
otherwiſe, it is no certain evidence 
That the man orly made pretence 
and ſhew; he might then mean and 
ſign truly and well; but temptations 
and his lzſts were roo ffrong for him, 
and' carried him away againlt all his 
endeavours ard reſolutions. 

(3) Thou performeſt other ſacred 
duties, mm which thou remenbreſ# 
Chriſt, and haſt Communion- with God, 
in the company of evil men. Thou 
yynelt in hearing, and publick prayers 
with ſuch ; and why mayeſt thou 
nOt be preſent at the Sacrament WHA 
them? 

If itbe pretended as a reaſon of dif- 
ference, That hearing the Word, 
and Prayer, are Converting Orainan- 
ces, but the Sacrament is not ſo +. I as 
thee then, whether thou meaneſt-by 
[converting] a turning men from -opexn 


/ nfidelity to the Profeſſion of the Chriſti= 
| Pot 
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an Faith, and the owning of Chriſts- 
anVirtnes? or only the turning. thoſe 
that profeſt this Faith and Religion be- 
fore, to the praice of them? If thou 
intendeſt the former, the .Sacrament 
indeed is 0 converting Ordinance 3 
nor are the Word and Prayer ordi- 
narily uſed for ſuch purpoſes among 
us, where the Goſpel 1s already ge- 
nerally profeſt : And thou dolt not 
bear the company of the wicked, of 
which we ſpeak in the places of pub- 
lick worſhip , upon any ſuch expe- 
ctation. 

But if by Converting Ordinance , 
thou meaneſt ( as 1s molt likely ) ſuch 
a one as God uſeth as a means to cauſe 
mea profefling the Name of Chriſt 
to depart from iniquity, to turn from 
ſm to holineſs, and from the power of 
Satan unto God; I ſee no reaſon why 
any ſhould think or ſay, that the 
Sacrament 1s no Converting Ordinance. 

If it be not, either 'tis becauſe the 
Sacrament IS no proper means, or becauſe 
God will not concur by his Grace with 
it, Neither of theſe can be ſaid with 

any 
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any ſhew of reaſon - Not the former ; 
for why ſhould not the ſolemn remem- 
brance of Chriſt, and © the Conſideration 
of what he hath done and ſuffered, be 


. 2 means for the killing of fin, which 


he came to deſtroy, and the promoting 
holineſs, which he {ved and dyed to 
advatiee? yea, what can be ſuppoſed 
more likely and powerful for the pro- 
moting of that bleſſed purpoſe ? why 
ſhould not the ſex and ſeal of God's 
gracious Covenant to give pardon and 
eternal Glory to all that forfake their 
fins, and live an holy life, be a fit In- 
ſtrument-to provoke thoſe that un- 
derſtand it, torenonnce their ſims, and 
to devote themſelves unto hotneſs? 
why ſhould not that ſolemn, ſacred. en- 
gagement , that all that know what 
they'do lay on themfelves at the Sa-. 
crament-, #0 endeavour to depart from 
everyikzown evil, and to prattice every 
knows duty, be a means to oblige them 
toit ? Certainly there 1s nothing that 
in the narave of the thing, ſeems tobe a. 
more likely 'inſtrument to convett. men. 
ram a life'of fr; to a fe antes 4 

tnan 
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than the ſacred remembrance of our 
Lofd at his Table. So that if this 
Ordinance be not converting, it mult be, 
becauſe God will not concur by his 
Grace in it : But whoever faith rhar, 
ſpeaks what he cannot kyow, and cannot 
prove ; he talks without book , and 
apainſt it ; and is ſoextravagant in his 
Aſſertion , that it would be folly to 
attempt the confuting of him. 

Thi I have ſaid on this occaſion , 
not to engage. in a Corntroverſie , but 
to clear a matter of Chriſtian prattice. 
And the very Root of this Objection 
lies in this :conceit, That the Sarra- 
ment # not a converting Ordinance ; For 
which there is zothing but Fancy, and 
the bare ſayings of ſome miſtaken men. 
But now, 1fas I have proved, the S4- 
cramext may be, and is an Inftrament 
to Converſion ;, then, why ſhould any 
refrain , becauſe evil men are admit- 
ted to it ? 

(4) If wicked men come to the Sa- 
crament that are not prepared for it, 
their anpreparednefi is their ſin, and they 
Hall anſwer for it : But gs 54 
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therefore to negleCt our duty , becauſe 
they have omitted theirs. We may , 
and we ought to adviſe, and admoniſh 
them to prepare themſelves for the 
Ordinance before they come to it : If 
they willnot follow our brotherly ad- 
monition, we cannot help it; we 
have done what we can to render 
them more worthy, and their ſin ſhall 
not be laid to our charge. To prepare 
our ſelves for the Holy Communon , 
and to addreſs our ſelves unto it, « 
that which we are ſure concerns us; 
If we neglect, 'tis owr ſr, and other 
mens ſins will not excuſe us. Their ſiu- 
zving in one kind ſhould beno reaſon 
why we ſhould ſi in another. There 
is no reaſon that we ſhould ſtarve 
our ſelves , becauſe others take the 
bread that belongs not to them. 

(5) If we are worthy Communi- 
cants, and others receive anworthily, 
They have no Commuzion with #4, nor 
we with them : They only eat bread, 
and drink, wine , but we partakg of 
the myſtical body and blood cf our Lord. 
yr CORE fr Canes . pos 
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with his Son Feſus Chriſt, and with the 
Faithful , worthy Receivers ; but the 
unworthy pede: neither with z nor 
them. It an Ape leap upon the Table, 
and eat of the bread where Friends 
are met at entertainment, Is he there- 
fore a Gueſt ? Is he one of the Compa- 
ny ? If writings are to be mutually 
ſealed there among theFriends, and 
that Creature catcheth up the Seal, 
and doth as the Covenanters do, 1s he 
therefore a party? He doth the ſame 
attion, but not with the ſame dz/rgns 
and ends; and theſe make the Commu- 
10n. The cale is thus in reference to 
thoſe ungodly men that rude to the 
Sacrament; and the pious Communi- 
cants have no reaſon to think them- 
ſelves concern'd in their company. 
Their boajes are rogether , but their 
ſpits act and move different ways. 
The Communzon is ſpiritual ;, and only 
thoſe that receive as they ought have 
fellowſhip with Chriſt, and with one 
another.” And this were enough to 
anſwer that Part of the ObjeCtion 
alſo that is taken from the Scripture, 

E where 
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where we are forbid to. have fellow- 
ſip with wicked men. But add, 
(6) When Chriſtians are prohibi- 
ted wicked Fellowſhip, Epheſ. 5. 11. 
It is evident that the prohibition 
concerns Heathen. myſteries, which 
are there. call'd the anfruirful morks 
of darkpef,, becauſe: they were uſed in 
Cloſe receſſes.; and wverſ-:12. The 
Apoſtle faith, It 4s 4 ſhame to ſpeak of 
thoſe things that are done of them in 
ſecret. Chriſtians were not to come 
municate with the Hecathens in, their 
abominable Myſteries: No , nor may 
they partake with wicked men in-any 
ation of vice, nor make. them their 
boſome friends, nor be : concerned: 
with them in ather matters. more 
than -needs ; eſpecially | if they are 
openly prophane:, and obſtimarely un» 
odly. But it doth not therefore 
ollow, that they muſt forſake their 
Lords Table, and the moſt ſolemn. 
expreſſions of duty. to- him, becauſe. 
evil men iztrudmgly preſent. them- 
ſelvesunto 1t. 195 | 
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And whereas Chriſtians are com- 
manded to come out from among them, 
and to be ſeperate, 2 Cor. 6. 17. 'Tis 
plain, that the perſons they are re- 
quired to ſeperate from were Hea- 
thens and Jadolaters : For they are 
called Unbelievers, verf. 14. Infidels, 
verſf. 15. And that they were Idolaters, 
is intimated, verſe. 16. What agree> 
ment hath the Temple of God with 
Jaols ? Whence it follows , Where- 
fore come ont from amongſt them. S» 
that this place doth not corcern the 
preſent bulineſs ; Chriſtians were to 
ſeperate from the Worihip of Heather 
Iavlaters, but it doth} by no means 
follow hence that they muſt for- 
ſake the true Chriſtian Worſhip, be- 
cauſe evil men ( who yet profeſs 
Chriſt ) afford their prefence at 
It. 

And this may ſuffice for Anſwer 
tothe Objeftions taken from the ar 
worthinefi of others thatare admitted in 
mxt Communtons. 


E' 2 Laſtly, 
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Lafſtlp, The #»worthinef of our 
Wap of adminiſtration is pretended by 
tome, as a reaſon why they cannot 
communicate with us. TI ſhall only 
ſpeak briefly to two Exceptions ot 
this ſort. 

(1) The Sacrament is adminiſtred 
among us in the way of Forms of 
Prayer, which they think to be con- 
trary to ſpiritual Worſhip. And(2) 
Kneeling at it is required, which they 
ſuppoſe to be contrary to the firſt 
Example; and ſo an irregular poſture 
of receiving, 

. Tothefrft, lay theſe things, (1) 
Worſhip ard Prayer may be ſpiritual, 
where Forms are uſed : For the /pi- 
rituality doth not confiſt in the 1- 
vention of words, but in the due in- 
tention and ingagement of the ſoul. If 
we pray in faith, with humility, ſelf. 
reſrenation, and holy deſire of the good 
things we pray for, we peay #» the 
ſpirit though by a Form. Andif on the 
other hand, we expreſs our ſelves-in 
conceived prayers never ſo fluently and 
earxeftly, and have not thoſe —_— 
y | bh 
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of Soul upon us when we pray, our 
prayers are formal, though without 
a form, Which of theſe is firreft in it 
ſelf, 1 ſhall not diſpute, but only ſay, 
that neither is unlawful, but both have 
their uſe ; and add, that one ſort may 
be propereſ# at one time, and the othey 
. ſort at another ſeaſon ; ſothat 'ris ſilly 
ſuperſtition to be devoted to the opini- 
on of one of them, as abſolutely to 
condemn the other as unlawful. In 
publick Worſhip , Forms have the ad- 
vantage in _ the gravity and 
. ſolemnity of it, and in this roo, that 
the Worſhippers kyow what it is they 
joynin : But in ſecret devotions, con- 
cezv'd prayers may ſometimes ſait bet- 
ter with particular occaſions, and may 
engage the affeftions more. So that 
either of theſe may be uſed, as ſhall 
beſt accord with the ends of Prayer. 
And when the publick Authority of 
the Church requires the one, we may. 
| Not ſcruple it, though we are more 
affetted with the other ; eſpecially , 
lince we may in private take the liber- 
ty to uſe whichof them we. think fit- 
S 3 teſt. 
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teſt. (2) Thoſethat are moſt againſt 
Forms, pray by them, when they joy 
with another that prays, though he 
do it never ſo much ex tempore. : For 
the Peoples minds are not concern'd in- 
inventing the woras they pray by ;z the- 
Miniſter gives-a Form to them. And: 
if you nay pray in the Form of a private 
perſon dictated to you ſuddenly, and 
without deliberation, and which you 
donot know before, whether it will 
agree with good: ſence or ſound Dottrine; 
why then may you not do it in the 
forms of. the. Church, compos'd. by. 
Tſe and reverend perſons upon ma- 
tre conſideration and advice ; eſpeci- 
ally when they are fach as we do, or: 
may know before tobe priozs and grave, 
ſuitable to Chriſtian Veceſſeries , and: 
Chriſtian Tr7xths * There is no good 
reaſon that-I know to make a f{cruple- 
of the Jarzer, if we admit the for-- 
Mey. 

(I) Kreeting at the Sacrament is 
not agreeable to the fir/f Example; 
our Saviour adminifter'd to his Dijct- 
pies ſiting, and perbaps you fear 

there 
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there is ſomething of Popery inthe po- 
{ture of Kneeling. 

I anſwer (1) we are not bound to 
a nice and punctual obſervance of all 
the Circumftances that were 1n-the Pri- 
mitive Example : T he Sacrament was 
firft adminiitred in the.Evening in an 


gy 


upper room ,.. ouly to twelve perſons ,. 


and thoſe Men, and Eccleſraſticks, or 
at leaſt ſnch as were deſtined to be ſo : 
But even the Objectors do not-think 
we are obliged to aCt1n the Sacrament 
ſtrictly after the Example of theſe 
Particulars : and why ſhould we ſap- 
poſe our ſelves to be tryed in the mat- 
ter of poſture, #:ore than in thoſe orher 
Circumſtances, which we acknow- 


ledzeto be of no binding nature? (2) 


'The poſture of thoſe times at meals 


was not fitting ,, but leaning , accord- + 


ing tothe then Cuſtom of the Romans. 


So werezd Jobn-21,20 That the be- + 


loved Diſciple fcaned on his maſters 
breaſt at Supper. Andthoagh the Erplifh 
Tranſlation renders, Luke 22. 14. 
He ſate down, and the Diſciples with 
him ; it is in conformity to our phrafe 

E..4 + and 


99 


Att EarneZ Jnvitation 


and cxjrom, which 15 ſitting; for the 
word in the Original [ez] doth 
not imply that poſture , but is appli- 
cable to any other that is uſed, as well 
as ſitting. So that if we are ſtriftly 
tyed to the original poſture, we muſt 
iean at the Sacrament, a nd neither ſir 
nor kzeel. But (3) the Inſtitution 
hath not bound us to either the one 
or the other , but left the matter to 
be determined by the general Rules 
of Decency and Reverence. And ſince 
the Fathers of the Church have com- 
mandced kpcel;ng, as the poſture moſt 
2xpreſlive of our Humliry and Reve- 
rence in receiving the pledges of Di- 
Tine Love, I ſee no reaſon why any 
ihould boggle at ir, much leſs why 
they ſhould refuſe their Duty , and 
their Priviledge , abſtain from their 
ſpiritual food, and the ſolemn ' re- 
membrance of their dear Lord , ra- 
cher than do a thing 1ſo i7ocerr, fo 
decent, and ſo reverend,, which the 
Authority of the Church requires 
from them. He hath bur little ap- 
petite to his meat, that will not eat 

It 
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it except he may do it in fich a fa- 
ſhion as 1s agreeable to his own hu- 
mour. | 

I, but the Objector doubts, that 
there 1s real danger , and ſomething 
of Popery in the caſe; the Papsſts uſe 
kneeling to ignifie their adoration of 
the Hoſt, and the Scrupuler fears 
there may be ſome ſuch thing in our 
practice. But- this fear 1s very n- 
charitable and groundlef, ſince our 
Church doth ſo vchemently and - con- 
ſtantly declare againſt the Tranſub- 
ſtantiation of the Romaniſts, and the 
adoration of any creature; and ſince 
we are always told , that kzeeling 1s 
required for 70 other reaſon than to 
ſrenifie our Humility and Reverence : 
And though the Papiſts do. expreſs 
more Þy that poſture, yet ſince our 
Church declares , that” thzs is all ſhe 
intends in reverence to the conſecrated 
Elements, there 1s no ground why 
any ſhould think more is meant by it. 
Kneeling ſignifies Reverence as well as 
Worſhip; and the declaration of the 
perſon himſeif is enough to ſhew 
| EK 4x mhicth 
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which of them he ivtends.- But beſides, 
though the Papiſts adore the Bread as 
the real:Body.of Chriſt, 'and therefore 
kneel! befare it, yet that can be no rea- | 
ſnwhy we.ſhould rot. in this remem- 
brance of our-Lord adore himſelf : They 
kneel to him as. preſent corporally; we 
worſhip himas virtualy and ſpiritually 
preſent. . 
This Lmight urge further as a po- 
itive Argument for the poſture. of 
 byeelivg, over and aboye the. uſe of it, _ 
asan Anſwer to the Objection. Thus, 
all acknowledge that Chri/# is to be 
wor ſhippd... Receiving. the Sacrament 
is .the proper-Worſhip of Chriſt z and 
kyeeling is a proper {1gnification of adora- 
7107, It follows that on this account - 
kneeling is fit, 2nd fitteft to be uſed in 
the action of Communion. But I ſhall 
purſue this matter nofurther, what I 
have faid may fatisfie the modeſt and. 
reaſoxable; and people that are ſet 
and refoly'd in their Opinions, wall 
not be ſatisfied. . with never ſo much 
MOTE> | 
Tſhould. 
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| ſhould now draw toanerd, 
but ] am loth to Ireaye you without 
ſame particuler Raſes of Preparation; : 
Theſe 1 ſhall lay down plainly. and : 
briefly in the enſuing Periods. 


y FECL = WWW EY "9 


CHAP. VI... 


He Perſons that are to'come” to + 
; the. Sacrament may be diſtin- - 
guiſhed into two forts, viz.. Either 
ſuch as do repem -and are forry for - 
their Ss, þut- have not yet 1d ny 
good degree prevailed over them; or, - 
thoſe other .more improved and groivs 
Chriſtians, who: in conſiderable mea- 
fare: have maſtered their Sin$', afid 
are endowed: with many habits 6F 
Holineſs and Virtue.: The firj# fott 
areyetunder the Law, viz. A fate - 
of -fenſe and: | comoittion. of. fin, but: 
hve not attamed tb -the.glorious Dt-. 
vertyof the £073.53 God, or the tte. of * 
power”-over: them. But:the — ; 
avs 2 
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have arrived to that power in compe” 
tent meaſure, ſo that ſi doth no© 
reign in their mortal bodies, becauſ© 
they are not under the Law, but under 
Grace, FordiſtinCtion ſake, I call the 
firſt ſort, Ware Penitents ; the ſe- 
cond, the Faithful. Now the Prepa- 
t10ns that concern theſe. are different 
as their ſtates are. 


E. Forthe Bare Penitents, and Sor- 
rowers for Sin, I. adviſe them to pre- 
pare by the Rules following. 


(1) Endeavour to make your ſelves 
as ſenſible as you canof the evil of ſin ;, 
Conſider it as an exemy unto God, and 
to your own, happineſs ; as the baſeſt-. 
gratitude, and the greateſt deformity 
as a thing to be hated for it, ſelf, if 
there- were no conſideration had to 
its effefts : Look upon it as the,-de- 
ſtroyer of your. preſent, . as well as 
future, peace and felicity z as the en- 
ſlaver of your. Souls to the. Devil, 
.ard_ that , which debaſeththem. to the 
Itzeneſs, .and. condition »of beaſts. 

Agpra; 
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Aggravate ſuch. conſiderations in 
your thoughts by all the Circum- 
ſtances that. may. render ſin odious to 
you. 


(2) Conſider the gracious na+ 
ture of the Covenant that God hath 
made with us-in his: Son ; That by 
that Covenant he. hath. aſſured all 
true Penitents of pardon of their 
Sins, and ffrength againſt them. So 
that be our Sins. never ſo many, or 
ſo hainows, they will be forgiven, if 
we repent and turn from them ; 
and be they never ſo ſtrong. and v10- 
lent npon us, they may be overcome, 
if we accept and uſe the. grace that 
the Covenant offers. to us. Repre- 
ſent theſe things duly, and frequent- 
ly to your thoughts, and for the. 
making, the. deeper impreſſions on 
them, colect: thoſe places of-Scrip- 
ture that ſpeak fo fully, of the Love 
and Aercies of God, his readinef to 
pardon , and deſires of, our happinef,, 
the frequent and free offers of his kind- 
neſs ; . His. -nvitations ta; Sinners to 

come 
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come :.unto him, and his often bewasl- 
zngs of their obſtinacy and hardneſs ih 
running from hun :; Conſider that he 
ſent his Son into the World to ſeek 
and to: ſave them that were loſt, to 
bring Sixers t0 repentance, tO tale. 
away the ſins of the World, to deliver 
us from the wrath.to come , and that 
the World through him might be ſaved ; 
1 ſay, draw. together ſuch pallages, 
dwell upon them in thy Meditations, 
till thou haſt fd thy Soul with them. 
And then. thou wilt find ' preat 
encouragement. to ſeek for pardon... 
and wilt be ſupported againſt thoſe | 
faintings and deſpondencies, that 
the meer ſenſe of Sin, without a 
Saviour, might - occaſion in thy. 
Soul. 


(3) Afﬀer this, fumimen'ip all ' 
thy _ againſt” thy _ 
Conliider t r1/1mal Engagements, - 
dow juſt, xbrp.ct ow . Ove? | 
ſary they were Reſdlve-to confiryh 
thety by. ew Hops: ' Content not. 
thy fel witls Tome: rolaand mdefinite-: 

| ile 
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intentions of leading a new Life 
ſome time or other , but endeavour 
to ſettle in a. firm, —_— 
poſe of fighting againſt Sin, h. 
vg unto God, Do all thou canft by 

Reaſon and Religion, by the Confidern- 

tions of Duty and of Intereſt., to fix. 
thy Soul here. . And then, 


( 4 .) Be earneſt with God in Pray- - 
er, to give thee a fuller fight of Sin, 
and clearer , ſurer thoughts of pardo- 
ning Mercy : To preſent - thee with. - 
more Arguments to heighten thy 
reſolutions , and ' to make thy Son! 
more capable of being moved by them. 

I fay, apply thy ſelf unto God by 
Prayer , publick, private and ſecret 
prayer, Contfeſſing thy own vileneſs, 
acknowledging his. Mercies, and re- 
ſolving new obedience. And being 
thus prepared, . 


(5) Look on the Holy Sacrament 
as thy great Daty and. Remedy ; As 
that to which God calls thee, and the 
ſtate and neceſlities. of thy Soul call 


- 
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thee; As that Ordinance in which 
thou art to ſeek and mayeſt expett par- 

don and ſtrength , raſolavion and peace. 

Conſider thzs, and raiſe thine. apperite | 
and expectations; for they that hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſs ſhall be 
filled. | | 
And now when thou haſt exerciſed 


thy ſelf in theſe as, and the time of 
the Holy Communion approacheth. 
Then, | 


, (6) Imploy thy- time in awake- 
ming and affectionate thoughts of 
Chriſt thy Lord. Conſider the 
greatneſ of his Condeſcenſion , the 
kindneſs of. his Tndertaking , the 
holines of his Life, the purity of 
his Defrine, the heavines of his 
Sufferings, the power of his Reſur- 
reftion , and the glory of his Aſeen- 
fron. Turn thy thoughts earneltly , 
and often, npon theſe and ſuch inſtan- 
ces of the Hiſtory- of the holy Jeſus, 
and by them diſpoſe thy ſelf toa be- 
fitting remembrance. of him at his 
Table. x | | 
| | And. 
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And (Laſtly ) Gather up all thy 
thoughts and reſolutions together , 
viz. thy aperehenſions of the wvile- 
neſs of ſin, of the Grace of the Cove- 
nant, and the merits of thy Lord; 
thy purpoſes of leaving every evil 
way, and of renewing thy bapti/mal 
Lows, and ſay to thy ſelf, Now 1s 
the time come that I muſt uſe theſe 
thoughts and. reſolves, that I may 
obtain pardon, and ſtrength., victo- 
ry over ſin, and aſſurance of happi- 
neſs. : My Lord invites me to the 
great repreſentation of the evil of ſin 
in his own ſ#fferings; to ſee his Body 
wounded, and his Sonl made an Offer- 
ing for Sin, in the Type of Bread bro- 
ken, and Wine poured out ; To re- 
member his Congueſ# over Sin by 
Death, and a glorious Reſurredion ; 
To ſee the Covenant of Grace and 
pardon ſealed ; He invites me to 
theſe priviledges, and calls upon me 
to bind my ſelf ſtronger in this holy 
Covenant, and thereby to make-my 
ſelf the ſubject of thoſe Bleſlings it 
aſlures. and conveys. I ſay, imploy 


Og 


thy. 


— 
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thy Soul in ſach thoughts, and 
bring them with thee to the Lords 
Table, ſpread them before him 
there in humble Confeiſions , Sup- 
Plications, and Acknowledgments , 
und thou mayelt then expect to re- 


ceive the benefit thon art ſeeking 
after. 


Theſe are Preparations for a bare 
Penitent, that hath yet made but little 
progreſs in ſubduing of his Sins. 
And though the higheſt degrees of 
all theſe are not. abſolutely: neceſſary 
to the coming of fb to the Lords 
Table; yet the more they have been 
exerciſed in them, fo much the berrer 
itis, by ſo mb they are more pre- 
pared, and ſo much more they may 
expect of the benefits. But it your 
minds, that have not been uſed to 
ſptritual things, will not fix long on 
f#cb thoughts and Meditations : In- 
gage them, as far as you ca ; Pro- 
ceed in the Method preſcribed with 
that dikgence and care that becomes 
one that is ſerious, And ther, though 

your 
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your preparations be izperfett now, 
they may be more compleat againſt 
another ſeaſon. Ii thou art ſenſible 
they have been ſo defe#ive, maintain 


+ And keep up that ſenſe, and reſolve 


upon it, to endeavour to fit thy ſelf 
better far another Sacrament , by re- 
newing the ſame method, which will 
beeaſier for thee in the progreſs than 
it was in the beginning, 


As for the other ſort, v1z. 

I. _ that have advaxced in the 
conqueſt of their ſins ; They are. to a 
over all the former Particulars, that 
1 have adviſed to the bare Penitents : 
For being yet ſinners , and imperfett, 
they have need to uſe rat method; And 
there are theſe: few orher Diredtions to 
be briefly added, that do further con- 
cern them. | 


(1). Call your ſelves to. a partt- 
extar account concerning your ſins, 
examining what vices you are moſt 
additted to, and what are the ſins 
of your rempers, or, of your Pro- 


feſfon. 


Ee IS 
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feſſion and Calling : When you have 


found thoſe, exerciſe particular atts 
of Kepentance upon them, and re- 
new your reſolutions againſt them. 
Conſider, that allowance of them 1s 
inconſiſtent with ſicerity, and a ſtate 
of true regeneration; that 'tis neceſ- 
ſary you ſhould oppoſe and ſubdue 
them ;. and that the holy Sacrament 
Is to be uſed as a means for that 
bleſſed end, 


(2). Examine what ground you have 
got upon your ſins ſince the laſt Sacra- 
ment, whether you are now more 
tender and fearful of offending God 
than you were before; whether your 
inclination to any evil be more weakyed 
and mortified ? If ſo, take incourage- 
ment hence to go 0x with more Chriſti- 
an vigour and reſolution. Tf not, bumble 
your ſelves for your «»fruitfulnefi, 
and endeavour to diſpoſe your ſouls 
to make a berter uſe of the next oP- 
portunity.. 


(3). Inquire 
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(3) Inquire into the ſtate of your 
Souls as to your Graces; what Graces 
are wanting, and what are weak ? 
which axe growing , and which at a 
ſtand? and when you have found the 
condition of your Souls as to theſe, 
then exerciſe your meditations upon 
theſe Particulars in the Life, Doltrine, 
and Precepts of your Lord, whom you 
are to remember at his Table, that 
may be proper for your caſe. Apply 
your thoughts, and cares, and reſo- 
lutions that way. Deſign and reſolve 
toattend the holy Sacrament for the 
ſupply of thoſe wants, and to endea- 
vour to uſe it ſo, that the needed Gra- 
ces may be obtain'd, and the weak ones 
may be ſtrengthned, that thoſe that 
are at a ſtay may be put into motion 
forwards, and thoſe that are growing 
may be further improved. 1f you thus 
provide, and imploy your ſelves in 
the method before remembred, you 
will then be meet partakers of the 
holy myſteries, and may aſſure your 
ſelves of the bleſſings and advantages 
which they convey. 

Rs This 
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THis Sabjeft would have requi- 
K red a larger difcomrſe, but my 
prefer buſinefs was principally with 
the -careleſs and negligent, to whoſe 
condition I have moſtly applyed 
my felf. For the others , that are 
folicitous for their Souls, and defi- 
rous to be further informed about 
this great and important affair of 
preparation, I ſhall advif: them to get, 
and carefnlly to read and digeſt two 
excellent Books of the Sacrament : 
The former called Menſa Myſtica , 
or a Diſconrſe concerning the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper, by Dr. 
Simon Patrick; and the latter named 
the Chaiftian Sacriffce, contain- 
ing moſt excellent Adedirations and 
Prayers, both before and after the 
Sacrament, 

In the firft deſign of this little 
Diſcourſe I intended to have added 
ſome things of that ſort for your 
uſe; but while Iwasthinking of it, 
my Pious, Learned , and Excellent 
Friend the Author, ſent me one 'of 
thoſe his laſt Books , the —_— 
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and Piety of which is extraordinary ; 
and there is nothing that I know fitter 
to prepare your affettions, and'to excite 
them to the nobleſt height of deſire and 
love, than thoſe Heatenly Meditations ? 
And you cannot ule more proper judicious 
or affectionate Prayers, than thoſe he 
hath annext. Sothat I was exceeding 
glad when I ſaw this uſctul, much 
needed work, ſo incomparably well 
done, that there was nooccaſionof my 
doing any more in it, than earneſtly to 
recommend that Book to your peruſal. 
And I intreat you. to get itinto your 
Houſes, and from'time totime to en- 
deavour to warm your Souls by it, 
when you are preparing for the Sacra- 
mext,.and by. it. to fix you in. your reſon 
Intions of living according to your en- 

agements there, when you have atten- 
ded onthat bleſſed Ordinance. 


And now, my Friends, I leave you 
to the bleſſing of God, and the con- 
{ideration of what I have ſaid. What- 
ever- judgment may be made of it , 
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I have this Teſtimony , that I meant 
it ſincerely. And I ſhall never ceaſe to 
pray , that both you and I may ſin- 
cerely practice according to it. 


Your faithful Monitor, 


and Servant, 


T. C. 


Poſtſcript. 
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Chriſtian Friends , 
BU the Writing of this Book 
for your Uſe, 1 have taken what 
Care 1 conld, you ſhould have it in your 
| F Hands; 


? 
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Hands; and eſpecially thoſe of the poor- 
er lort that cannat buy, 1 was ex» 
rreamly fatufred to percerve fo good an 
Effeft of thoſe Endeavours at the laſt 
ſolemn'time of -Satraments. © .Snch 
Communians have 'vot been here ſixce 
our unhappy Troubles, that un-hinged 
all : And now give me leave to ah, 
you, 
Did it nat camfort your fearts to ſee 
ſomething like 6 6, the aayes of os 
rity and Peace? Is it not a bleſſed 
light ro behold a full Aſſembly of 
Chriſtians: mer myh vong accord), r0 
Worfbiy Chriit thei» Lord ? ts nor the 
Service more Solemn, and are not our 
Hearts more raiſed? ' Are not our De- 
votions kindled by the Zeal of others; 
and, oxr Spirits refreſht by ving #+-+he 
Howſe of God in Company F at 110t 
Joyful 10; ſee the mrutual Aprity of Chri- 
ſtians expreſt there; and to joyn in full 
conſent i remembring our dear Lord ; 
joyntly voning our fetves to- hs Service, 
praifing him for his Love , and mating 
oa.kgm far his Bleſſings ? 4s not aral.24 | 
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diſcour- 
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diicouraging fight of a few, ſcatter'd 
here and there , when multitudes turn 
therr backs upon this Feaſt of Divine 
Grace and Love? [not this more com- 
fortable than living in a ſtupid neglet# of 
a great known Duty, and better than 
running into corners after fancies and 
unknown ways ? 1s not Religion more 
honour'd, and Peace more promoted, and 
Charity and Edification more advan- 
ced, by a joynt Worſhip of our Re-- 
deemer, than by Separations, ard prod 
Singularities? Have not owr Children 
and Servants a better Example 4» {ch 
a Practice z and are they nor prepared for 
Reverence, and a careful ſenſe of 
Religion, when they ſee full Congrega- 
tions devoitly attending upon the Service 
of it * Will not the great reproach of the 
Reformation be raken away by our 
Unanimity i» Worſhip; and the ſcan- 
dal of our coldneſs and want of zeal, 
that hath turn'di ſo many to the Church 
of Rorge 07 the one hand, and to the 
:SeCts on the other, in great part be re- 


moved, and onr Church better ſecured 17: 
F..2 theſe 
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theſe dangerous days from thoſe Enemies 
.on both ſides.? 

\.. To theſe things, Strs, if you conſider, 
you: muſt conſent , and 1 * 50 youto 
weigh ſeriouſly the Benefits that will ac- 
crue to your ſelves and the publick weal 
.of the Church and Kingdom, by an 
Accord in Worſhip. As you have be- 
gun inths, I hope you will bold on, and 
ſhew that it was not only aFit of Devo- 
tion, or any by-conſideration that in- 
auced you to it , but a convittion and 
ſenſe of Duty. 

T have repreſented to you the neceſſity 
of perſeverance # Religion, ard the 
dangers of Apoſtacy : They that 
endure to the end ſhall be ſaved, ark, 
13.13. Butifany man draw back, 
God ſaith, His Soul hath no pleaſure 
In him. '7 aterrible ſaying that of the 
Apoſtle, mhich I wiſh you well to confider; 
It is impoſlible for thoſe . who were 
once enhghtned,, and have taſted of 
the Heavenly Gift, and were made 
Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt , and 
have taſted the good Word of God, 
and the Powers of the World to 

come, 
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come, If they ſhall fall away, to re- 
new them again to repentance, Hcb. 
6.4, 50 
You have now ſolemnly confir med your 
Baptiſmal Engagements, «nd ſacredly 
vowed your ſelves to Chriſt as bis Ser- 
vants and Subjects; mThat ever 1m-' 
perfection there was 17 thoſe beg1! [1- 
nings, taxe heed you do 10t account them 
44. x0thing : God dot net deſpiſe the 
day of ſmall things, Zech. 4. 16. You 
are not to be diſcourey' d becauſe you feel 
not any great Eftetts ot firſt; the yr0- 
greſs of the Grace of God » b.ke the 
growth of Plants , zs often Ly derrees, 
anſenſible; 1n continitanice you will find 
the benchit, creaſe of your Graces 
and of your Comtorts : but if you leave 
off what you have begun, you will crow 
wor fe Ct, dmerſe ; » HiOFC hardicd 14 fa , 
ard ore averſe to {ſpiritual Duties 3 
you wil! diſhonozr Religion, and the holy 
Sacrament , more by your Apoltacy , 
than ever Jo aid by your former neg- 
lets : Tou will offend and diſcourage 
others from trying thoſe ways which you 
have attempted and left and wo beto 
F 3 thoſe. 


4 
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thoſe by whom ſuch” Offences eo--e. 

But, Sirs, 1 truſt, you, having begui 
in the Spirit, wi# rot rhas end in the 
Fleſh, You have ſolemnly profejt your 
Belicf i Chriſt, a»d adherence co him ; 
hatred of your fins , and reſolutions of 
ew Obedience : Ard I bope you ſee 
7:0 cauſe to alter your Minds : If not, in 
the Name and Fear of God, keep on 1n 
your Attendance on that Sacred Ordi- 
nance : Neglet no Opportunity of 
»ceting your Lord, profeſſing your love, 
ind receiving "Tokens of his. The 
Primitive Chriſtians did at firſt every 
Week, ; and our frequency in the ſame 
Duty may contribute much to the reſto- 
;ug that Divine Spirit of Holineſs, 
and Peace, and Love, that was ſo emi- 
nent among thoſe Bleſſed Saints and 
Martyrs of Jeſus. 7T wiſh you would 
2jjord me Occaſion ro deliver the Sacra- 
ment every Month (allthe Year) 4s 1 
do it during the Sumamer-ſeaſon, for the 
fake of thoſe piows Strangers that are 
willing to uſe ſpiritual, a4 well as na- 
tural means of health : And 7 ſhould 


be verygladto meet more of you at ſuch 
; fame ys. 
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times. It would be no hindragce to your 
Aﬀairs; for God-and Religion are 
aever ont af a Mans way. At hu Table 
we ſeek, and may hope to find hue Bleſſing ; 
and thes ts neceſſary to the Concerns ot 
this life, 44 well as to thoſe of the next. 

And methinks every one that hath any 
ſenſe of lin, and remorſe for vt, ſhonld 
rejoyee there ts ſuch a Remedy , and 
have frequent recourſe to tt. We fall 
;nto ſin daily , and thereby wound onr 
Conſciences, and lay in matter fo: 
troubles and fears' : The obligeth ::: 
20 repeated AtFs of Repentance, ana 
the more ſerious and ſolemn 2 rs, the 
more effteCtual it will be , and the more 
comfort ad peace will ariſe from it. 

Now in the holy Sacrament we /o- 
lemnly profeſs, confirm, and exerciſe 
our Repentance, and receive there aſ- 
ſurance of pardon and peace with 
God; ſo that our own needs ſhould urge 
us to frequent attendance on this ſacred 
Duty, and to deſire andearneſtly to ex- 
pett the returns of 1t. 

This, a it would eaſe thoſe that are 


oppreſt by the burden of their ſins, ſo 


F 4 would 
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would it be an excellent preſervative 
againft it : For nothing tends more to 
the deſtruCtion of our tins, and growth 
of our Graces, than often to examine 
our ſelves, 10: rexew our Reſolutions, 
andto implore the Divine-Aid and Help: 
And'to theſe Exerciſes the holy Sacra- 
ment ngagets us; and therefore thu is 
one of the moſt eftectual Inſtraments of 
Reformation; and 4n holy Life., that 
we can uſe. [bs 


Upon the: whole, my "Chriſtian 
Friends, let us all repent and be heartily 
forry that we have hitherto been ſo want- 
ing to this great Duty, and to this Spi- 
ritual Intereſt ; and reſolve through 
the Grace and. Strength of God ,-. ro 
expreſs our nafergned Repentaice for 
our former neglects by our future dili- 
gence. 

To aſſiſt your Devotions in it, I here 
annex ſome particular Prayers, which: 
choſe that are not better providea, may 
uſe as there 1s need. Th:ſe I thought 
very proper to he added, becauſe 1 fear 
may perform this Duty in a cold, dead, 
cuſtomary 


Poticript.- 


caſtomary m:nner , for want of ſo; 
ſnch Help. 


And now I pray God to bleſs theſe prov 


Endeavours both to You-and Me, ad 


that we may be encouraged and excited. 
by them to conitancy in-or Duty, aud! 


aſſiſted by his Grace concurring with them 


ro. perform this folemn Worihip- with-* 


ſuch Sincerity «2d Devotion, r(3r hrs 
Name may be glorified , anti O45 Gouls 


comforted with the pardon of ovr Sins,:, 


and peace of Contcience here, and at 
length attain that everlaſting peace azd 
relt that remains for £09d - men in the 
Kinodom of our Lord Jeſus : To who 
with the Father and Holy Spirit, be 
Praiſe and Adoration henceforth ad p23 
ever. . Amen. 


_——— I—m— "= 
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FORMS 
PRAYERS 


FOR THE | 
LORD'S SUPPER. 


tht. 


—__»_—K 
II 


AP1ayer at Entrance, before the 
Holy Sacrament is begun. 


Oſt gracious Father, Thou 
inviteſt me a vile Sinner, 
unworthy of the leaſt Fa- 

> Vour, to a Spiritual Ban- 

quet, toa Feaſt of Love : Lord, Iam 
come upon thy gracious call ; being 

Poor and needy, weary and heayy la- 


den under the burthen of my ſins, I 
come 


> 
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come unto thee, O- Lord, for relief: 
and reſt: Help me to approach theſe 
toly Myſteries with fear and” reve- 
rence,deep Humility, and ardent De- 
votion : Withan Heart full of Faith 
and Eove ; ſenſible of thy infiftite 
Goodneſs in ſending-thy Son to dye 
for me ; and of his inexpreſſible Love 
19 nndertaking and accompliſhing the 
work of my Redemption, truly ſorry 
for my manifuld ſins, and- throughly 
reſoly'd againſt them; and grant. 
Holy- Father, that hereby my Graces 
may be ſtrengthned , and my fins de- 
ftroyed: That I may ſerve thee lin- 
cerely ard acceptably all the Gays 
ofithismortal life, and in- thy due time. 
attain thy everlaſting Kingdom , 
through the Merits and Mediation of. 
Tous. Chriſt, my bleſſed Lord and 
S2viQur.. Amen, 


4A Payer while others are Re- 


_ cerving.. 


Lord, I praiſe thy Name that 
Thou art pleaſed .to admit me. 
to. the. Congregation, of thy People , 
to: be: partaker of. the Communion 
of Saints, and in that to enjoy Ho- 
ly Fellowſhip with thy ſelf, and a com- 


fortable Earneſt of that glorious. , 


Perfect ,, moſt happy _ Communion 
thou haſt given us ground to hope for. 
in thy Kingdom : Grant , gracious 
Lord, that 1 may thankfully and 
joyfully entertain this Priviledge, and. 
be diſpoſed by it to Univerſal Chari- 
ty and Love unfeigned to theſe thy 
People, and to, all Chriſtians. And 
Lord help theſe thy Gueſts worthily 
to. receive, this preſent "Token of thy 
Love, and make them and.me ſach in 
reality and truth as we are here.inthis 
ſolemn Profeilion, ;thy, obedient ,and 
faithful. Subjects. - Let our hearts be 
knit.to Thee and. to each other , that 
We 
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we may henceforth live in unity and 
brotherly love, forgiving one ano- 
ther, forbearing one another, as God 
for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven us ; 
being pitiful and courteous, ready 
todo good and to communicate z to 
diſtribute to the neccffities of thoſe 
that want, and prepared for every 
good work : Fhat Gods holy Name 
may be glorified, oor Profeflion ador- 
ned, Chriſtian People edified, and our 
Souls comforted with the Peace of 
God, and peace of Conſcience here , 
and finally rewarded with the full 
Enjoyment of the Love and holy Com- 
munion of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt ;. through Jeſns Chriſt our Lord.. 


Amen. 


Another. 


Lord, Thou God of Love, 
grant that as we thy Servants 

are here met in a joynt and ſolemn 
remembrance of thy Son our Lord, 
in obedience to his Commands and 
Holy Appomtment ; fo al the _ 
ers 
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bers of thy Church may agree mn 
the ſame Common Profeſhon of thy 
Name, and of thy Sons Religion ; 
performing the great Duties , and 
participating the main Ordinances 
with one accord, in one heart and 
one mind , that our Diviſtons being 
cur'd and our Animoſities laid aſide , 
the Scandals occafion'd by them may 
be removed , Atheiſm and Infidelity 
may be aſham'd, all wickedneſs , 
Sprritual as well as Carnal, may 
be diſcountenanc'd, and true pra- 
tical goodneſs advanced in the 
World : That Peace and Love, 
and all the bleſſed fruits of them, 
may abound, and true Religion 
in the power of it, may gloriouſly 
increaſe ; that the Profeſſors of it 
may no longer contend about im, 
Anniſe, and Cumin , but heartily and. 
ſincerely mind the great things of the 
Law; and particularly the Law of 
Love, that New Commandment , that 
we ſhould-love one another : That we 
may returg to the Primitive bleſſed, 
temper of Holineſs and Charity, _ 

re- 
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frequent Communion ; that we may 
thew.our Faith by. our Works, and 
ous Love by our Obedience z and not 
Tyend our zeal and ſtrength in diſpu- 
ung, but ingage. the vigour of our 
Ctions and Reſojutions in holy 
living, and hereby. expreſs our affe- 
Ctionate remembrance of Chrilt, aud 
prepare our ſelves for that enjoyment 
of him; which we expect through the 
Merits and Mediation of that bleſlcd 
Lord and. S2VOUr. Amen. 


A Braver when the Miniſter 
araws near with the E|e- 


ments. 


Leſſed be thy Name, O Lord, 
that I was born in a Chriltian 
Land , and admitted to thy Church 
by. Baptiſm , and have-lived to a 
capacity. of ſealing my Baptiſimal 
Vows in mine own perſon : Lord, I 


heartily. take thoſe Engagements up- 


on my ſelf ; I renounce all fins, the 


works of. the Devil, all worldly vani- 
tics 
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ties and ſenſual lufts : I heartily be- 
lieve thy holy Religion, and ſincerely 
profeſs ,, conſtantly to endeavour to 
obey. thy Laws, and earneſtly implore 
the affiitance of thy Graceand Spirit 
'to. enable me to keep theſe Reſolutt- 


I29 


ons z. through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 


Amen. 


A Prayer at the Receiving of the 


Ord, I receivethis broken Bread, 
the Repreſentation of thy Body, 
in. memory. of thy wonderful Incar- 
nation , and meritorious Sufferings., 
and yow by it, that 1 will by the 
Grace of God perſiſt inthe ſtedfaft 
Faith of thy molt excellent Religion, 
and ſincere Obedience to thy moſt 
holy Laws, to my lifes end. Amer, 


Another. 


Ord, I believe , help my unbelief, 


| rake this Sign of thy Budy as-a 


Token of thy Love, and Seal of thy 


Promiſes, 
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Promiſes, to obtzin for me the Pat- 
dont of my Sins, and the Salvation of 
my Sonl, upon the terms of Faith and 
new Obedience: Lord, I ſtand tomy 


part of the Covenant, and in full af-- 


Jurance of Faith, I rely on thee for the 
accompliſhment of- thine: Be it unto 
'me according to thy word, Amen, 


Another. 


Rant, QO Lord, that this Bread 

of Life, receiv'd by me in ſted- 

faſt Faith and humble Thankfulneſs, 
may refreſh and nowriſh my Soul, and 
be an effeftnal means of the growth of 
my Graces, and mcreaſe of my Com- 


forts, tifl I come to Life Everlaſting, 


through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer at the Receiving of the 
Tup. 


Ord, I remember with all humili- 
ty and gratitude the Effuſion of 


thy precious Blood for me , and the 
Attone- 


_ 
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Attonement made by it : Grant me 
ſuch a ſenſe of thoſe Sufferings as may 
awaken a due abhorrence of my ſins, 
and ſuch an apprehenſion of that Pro- 
pitiation, as may encourage my ad- 
dreſſes to the Throne of Mercy for 
pardon and peace z and quicken my 
Endeavours in the ways of Repentance 
and holy Living, till I obtain the 
Bleſſings thou haſt purchaſed by thy 
Merits, and promiſed in thy Goſpel. 


Amen, 


Another. 
V Hat manner of Love wat thu, 


that while we were Enemies 
Chriſt dyed ? Lord , make me deeply 
ſenlible of this aſtoniſhing goodnefs ; 
and enable me to expreſs my thankful- 
neſs by a conſtant and intire ſubje- 
ction unto Him, who hath bought me 
with the ineſtimable price of his moſt 
precious Blood, to whom be praiſe 
and adoration for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
Anethcr. 
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Another. 


Mem. waſh me from my fins 


through that Blood which I here 
commemorate ; that being deliverd 


from the terrors of guilt and wrath , I 
may ſerve thee withont fear, in rightc- 
ouſneſi and holineſt all the days of my life, 
according to the Precepts of thy 
Goſpel, which thou haſt enforced by 
thy holy Example, and ſealed by thy 
meritorious Sufferings. Amen. 


A Prayer after Receiving in-both 
Kinds, 


LL Glory, and Praiſe, and Ado- 


ration be given to thee, O Lord, 


forall thy Benefits, eſpecially for thy 
Son, for his Life-and Death, Reſur- 
rection and Aſcenſion; for his' Do- 
ctrine and for his Exainple ; for the 
appointment of this Ademorial Feaſt ; 
for thy gracious Invitation of poor 
Sinners to thy Table, and for thy ad- 

"  mitting 


1 
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mitting me the unworthieſt of them 
to partake of thy Spiritual Dainties. 
Let me never forget this Love, -or 
ceaſe to remember this dear Lord 
but carry the thoughts of him and it 
into all my affairs, that they may re- 
gulate and direct the aftions of my 
life, tothe promoting his Honour , 
and :expreſſing my acknowledgments 
of his goodneſs : That fo at laſt 1 
may partake of his Glory , and enjoy 
the full manifeſtation of his love, 
through his Merits and Mediation , 
in his Heavenly and everlaſting King- 
dom. Amen. 


Another. 


Lord, I have now once more, 

in confidence of thy gracious 
aſliſtance, entred into a ſolemn reſo- 
lution againſt my ſins, to be more 
watchful over my ways, and to have 
more regard unto tny Laws. I moſt 
humbly and penitently implore thy 
pardon for my manifold breaches of 
ſuch {ſacred Vows; thoſe at R_— 

| an 
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and others fince at thy Table : And 
now earneſtly beſee ch thee to afford 
we ſuch meaſures of that Grace , 
which thy Son hath purchaſed and 
promiſed, as may be ſufficient to 
{trengthen my natural weakneſs, and 
to overcome my powerful temptati- 
ons; that I may ſerve thee accept- 
ably, and faithfully , all the days of 
my lite z through Jeſus Chriſt my Sa- 
Viour. Amen. 


Another. 


Lord, Thou haſt fealed to me. 
'Q, the Covenant of thy Grace 
made tome in and through thy Son, 
and aſſur'd me of the Forgiveneſs of 
my Sins, the Power of thy Grace, 
the Light of thy Countenance, and 
the enjoyment of thy Love, upon the 
Conditions of Faith and Repentance, 
Lord, 1 moſt ſubmiſlvely praiſe thy 
Divine Majeſty for this Grace, and 
wouderful condeicentian, 1n entering 
into-Covenant with fuch; aworthlels; 
Smaer .; og 3" -41 
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bleſled Son, my dear Saviour, for 
the Merits of his Life and Death, by 
which he hath ſatisfied thy Juſtice, 
and procured this gracious Covenant. 
Help me, O Lord, to abound more 
and more in Acts of Deyout Praiſe and 
Holy Love ; and to give conſtant heed 
to the diligent and ſincere performance 
of thoſe reaſonable Conditions which 
thou haſt required, and I have ac- 
cepted, and engaged to fulfil : That 
I may obtain the Effects of thy gra- 
cious Promiſes, through Jeſus Chrilt 
my Lord. Amen. 


FINTS. 
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